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B A C K G R O U N D
Geiger & Associates Public Relations,
Inc. was founded by Debbie Geiger in
1985 after serving as Publicity Bureau
Chief for the Florida Division of
Tourism. The destination marketing
specialists at Geiger & Associates have
assisted more than 200 destination
marketing organizations and other
tourism industry clients in
communicating specific messages to
various audiences of journalists, opinion
influencers, potential visitors and
revenue sources for over 40 years.
Those 200+ clients include state
tourism agencies, smaller community
CVBs, large urban CVBs, regional
tourism organizations, resort
properties, international clients and
other organizations with a tourism
marketing component.

O B J E C T I V E
Montgomery County Tourism began
working with Geiger & Associates
Public Relations in Fall 2023 to
implement a comprehensive media
marketing and public relations
program. Since then G&A has planned,
implemented and conducted five
group media tours: November 2023,
May 2024, October 2024, April 2025
and October 2025.. Working in
collaboration with Montgomery County
Tourism, the goal of each media tour is
to generate positive editorial coverage
of local lodging, dining and attractions. 

The success of this joint effort is
evident in the outstanding media
coverage generated and the effective
partnership with local tourism industry
sponsors.

Geiger & Associates Public Relations



158.8 MILLION
Number of consumers reached by earned editorial
coverage 

C U M U L A T I V E  
M E D I A  T O U R  R E S U L T S

43 Number of travel journalists who visited
Montgomery County for editorial research

119 Number of articles generated in print, radio
or online media

Total value of this media coverage if purchased as paid
advertising

$1.40 MILLION

$82,313
This cumulative number represents the sponsored or
donated contributions national and regional industry
sponsors provided. Sponsored contributions include airfare,
meals, lodging and activities that support the CVB's
marketing program. This represents money that Montgomery
County Tourism did not have to pay to host the visiting
journalists.

$6.78
The return on investment (ROI) represents the amount
Montgomery County Tourism has earned for every dollar
invested in the media marketing program.



O C T O B E R  5 - 8 ,  2 0 2 5  M E D I A  T O U R  

2 0 2 5  M e d i a  T o u r s  

A P R I L  2 8 - M A Y  1 ,  2 0 2 5  M E D I A  T O U R  

Click here to view
the October 5-8,
2025 itinerary.

Click here to view
the October 5-8,
2025 media list.

Click here to view
the April 28-May 1,

2025 itinerary.

Click here to view
the April 28-May 1,
2025 media list.

O V E R V I E W

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEuHd5UVeCpI4-Y4v3JKEdf95Mgr9ORj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ULeeKUpep30EpYXZ6sdbmkdwGGF5DGLn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qXbrayJtufBTSyfzZ40PXjxptnb2lwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZppLfMzH-h0Yr-yO7KQgiwOyAvmJFP1H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RynGda2jbdtgLxVtaYQdxPNQEGUKBfxq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEuHd5UVeCpI4-Y4v3JKEdf95Mgr9ORj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qXbrayJtufBTSyfzZ40PXjxptnb2lwI/view?usp=sharing


Me d i a
C o v e r a g e

THE FOLLOWING IS A SAMPLE OF COVERAGE
RESULTING FROM  THE MEDIA MARKETING

PROGRAM

COVERAGE THAT HAS APPEARED AS A RESULT OF G&A'S MONTGOMERY COUNTY
TOURISM MEDIA MARKETING PROGRAM 

C L I C K  T O  V I E W  C U M U L A T I V E  M E D I A  T O U R  C O V E R A G E  

C L I C K  T O  V I E W  C U M U L A T I V E  M E D I A  S U M M A R Y

C L I C K  T O  V I E W  N E W  C O V E R A G E  T H A T  H A S  A P P E A R E D  I N  Q 4  2 0 2 5

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lQ0ACYlgs1OnM9G7e5e3rR0F1T4MDw-C?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12mTIajueS48LWvY-h_NQLxQxAVfZrVA5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1i7yWmgxF2UE6t9b91oY8JjM5bZSCT659?usp=sharing


















































New River Junction is a
campground and park
about 20 km west of 

coal and lighter fluid. their children to enjoy it.

DONALD DUENCH/TORONTO SUN PHOTOS

Enter TRAVEL
Blacksburg

I don’t normally do this, but please
turn away from this story, find a
recording of Metallica’s Enter
Sandman, and listen to it. Loud.
Finished? Thank you.
Now you’re in the mood to take a
trip in your mind to Blacksburg, a
small community in southwestern
Virginia that is intertwined with a big
U.S. college, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, com-
monly known as Virginia Tech.

Enter Sandman is played as Vir-
ginia Tech’s football team enters the
playing field during home games.

The home fans jump as the music 
plays — sometimes enough to trig-
ger a reading on a seismograph.

That football team? The team, and 
the other athletes representing
Vir- ginia Tech, are known as the
Hokies.What are Hokies?

According to VT’s athletics web-
site, “Hokie” was a made-up word by
a 19th-century student to win a
cheer contest.
What’s in Blacksburg, Virginia
Tech, and the surrounding area to
experience if you go there in
person?Using that made-up word, letter
by letter, here’s what I learned during
a recent visit:
H IS FOR ...
Hahn Horticulture Garden is a 6-
acre teaching and display garden
adjacent to VT’s baseball park.

“Hahn” is Marshall Hahn, a for-
mer president of VT.

Throughout the year, the pleasant 
outdoor areas are enjoyed by stu-
dents, visitors and dog-walkers.
Volunteers who tend to the plants
are “paid” by the produce that
grows in their vegetable garden.
A highlight of Hahn Horticulture
Garden is the Trident Maple Allee,
a walkway underneath the
branches of tall maple trees, which
provide a canopy above.
A serenity pond is popular for
marriage proposals — and when the
big day arrives, there are both indoor
and outdoor areas suitable for a cer-
emony.

H is also for HokieBird and Hokie 

HokieBird is VT’s sports mascot.
HokieBirds are fierce turkey-like
creatures in maroon and orange, the
school colours.
Statues of HokieBirds can be found
around Blacksburg and the VT
campus.

Outdoor areas 
near Blacksburg,
which provide an
opportunity for recrea-
tion and relaxation,
include New River Junc-
tion and Pandapas Pond.

Since Blacksburg is a 
small urban area, its sur-
roundings are mainly
untouched by city life,
leaving plenty of 
natural  sur-
roundings to
enjoy.

Blacksburg.
All-day tubing
down the wide
and calm New

River, with abun-
dant greenery on
both sides of the
river, brings fami-
lies and groups to 

NRJ.
Water level condi-

tions are sent out on
social media early each

day, so visitors know what 
to expect.

If visitors want to have a
barbecue after tubing, NRJ 

provides complimentary char-

Kids’ paradise: Huckleberry Park,
in nearby Christiansburg, Va., is a
playground so impressive that par-
ents from neighbouring states bring 

Pandapas Pond is about 10 km
north of Blacksburg, inside the
George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests.

The park opened in 2023.
It’s inclusive, with many of the 

playground activities wheelchair-ac-
cessible.

The pond itself is surrounded by a “It’s been a great asset to our com-
1.6-km trail, which provides a relax-
ing area to walk or run, especially
early in the day.

munity so far,” said Brad Epperley,
the town’s director of parks and rec-
reation.

The area around the pond is a For teens and adults, there is a 
lovely spot for a picnic as well. “Challenge Course” and an adult fit-

ness zone.Hikers can use the parking lot to
access the 27-km Poverty Creek
trail system, which goes through the
Blue Ridge mountains.

A 40-yard dash area, with auto-
matic timer, allows prospective
foot- ball players to test their
speed.O is also for the oval outdoor area

on the VT campus known as the
Drillfield.

There’s also a splash pad, and a dog
park — with separate areas for small
and large dogs.

Originally used for military drills,
the 22-acre lawn is used for many
campus activities.
K IS FOR ...

Another area of Huckleberry Park
has four full-sized rectangular fields
for football, soccer and lacrosse
tournaments.
I IS FOR ...

Ice cream. Yes, you can get ice 
cream almost anywhere, but enjoy-
ing a cool treat on a warm day at 
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Virginia Tech
and the great 

outdoors
DONALD DUENCH

One of the many statues of
a HokieBird, a Virginia

Tech mascot, which
can be found in 

Blacksburg.

The Torgersen Bridge on the campus 
of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va. 

Hokie Stone is the dis-
tinctive limestone used in 
the exterior of many 
buildings on the VT 
campus.

Hokie Stone is 
mined from a 
universi-
ty-owned 
quarr y.

O IS FOR ...



Stone.

Sugar Magnolia in downtown
Blacksburg is a special delight.

nurturing human connections,” he
said.

I sampled a milkshake made from
Michigan Pot Hole ice cream (think
chocolate ice cream, chocolate
chunks and chocolate fudge) while
learning about Sugar Magnolia from
Tom Raub, who along with his wife
own the business. 

I is also for the innovation on dis-
play in and around the VT campus.

One example is the Torgersen 
Bridge, which connects the New-
man Library and Torgersen Hall
buildings.
It could have been just a walkway
between the buildings, but instead
the interior of this wide bridge is a
vast quiet study area, bathed in
maroon and orange, that wouldn’t
look out of place at the fictional
Hogwarts.

Over the years, they realized that
there was a demand in Blacksburg
for not only an ice-cream parlour
with an area to sit and chat but also
high-end chocolates, a souvenir
shop (for non-VT items), and sta-
tionery. “Torgersen” is Paul Ernest Torg-

ersen, another former VT president.
E IS FOR ...

The ice cream comes from a
wholesaler that doesn’t sell to
stores 
— and, yes, it was tasty!The stationery cards sold at Sugar Entertainment at the Moss Arts 
Magnolia are blank. Center and Lyric Theatre.
Raub wants you to put your heart 
into the message you send, instead 
of having someone else write it for 
you.

The Moss Arts Center s a VT build-
ing that opened in 2013.

It houses a performance hall, art 
galleries and other studios.

“Everything we do is built around The performance hall is a 1,274-

burg, as well as the third building in
Virginia built specifically for “the talk-
ies.”

After some hard times, the 477-
seat theatre was renovated to
its 1930s look, and reopened in
1999, run by a local non-profit
organiza- tion.seat theatre, big enough and mod-

ern enough to welcome touring art-
ists, as well as Broadway-style
shows.

The Lyric Theatre presents first-
run movies, and also hosts theatre
classes for youngsters and live
music.Dear Evan Hansen and The Book of

Mormon are the Broadway in
Blacksburg presentations as part of
the 2024-25 season, which runs
from Sept. 13 to May 10.

As a non-profit, admission tickets
and popcorn are less expensive than
at regular movie theatres.
S IS FOR ...

Acoustics were top of mind during 
the design of the hall. Solemn settings on the VT campus 

where the dreadful activities of the 
past aren’t forgotten, including the 
April 16 Memorial, War Memorial 
Chapel and the Solitude building.

There are adjustable speakers and 
curtains, curvilinear walls, and seats 
designed to mimic a human body so 
that sound checks in the empty hall 
before a show are as close as possi-
ble to matching the effect of a full 
house.

The April 16 Memorial, at the north-
west part of the Drillfield, serves as a 
means to remember the 32 people 
killed on campus by an undergradu-
ate student on April 16, 2007.

“We hear from artists all the time 
how much they love the sound 
here,” said Susan Bland, associate 
director of communication for the 
centre.

There are 32 engraved small Hokie 
Stones, one for each person who 
died, in a semicircle.

The Lyric Theatre opened down- War Memorial Chapel is a 260-seat 
place of worship and contemplation 
at the northeast end of the Drillfield.

town in 1930 and was the first 
air-conditioned building in Blacks-

For options on accommodations, 
food and beverages in the Blacks-
burg area, check out the rest of this
story at torontosun.com.

Using commercial airlines, the
nearest airport is in Roanoke,
Va., a 40-minute drive from
Blacksburg.Driving from Toronto to Blacksburg
would take a minimum of 10 hours,
passing through Buffalo, Erie, Pa.,
Pittsburgh and Morgantown, W. Va.
MORE ONLINE

Above it is Memorial Court, where
eight pylons salute Brotherhood,
Honor, Leadership and Sacrifice (on
the left side) and Service, Loyalty,
Duty and “Ut Prosim” (“That I may
serve,” which is VT’s motto).
The names of alumni who died in
military service are carved on the
pylons.
Solitude is the oldest building on
the VT campus, dating to before the
U.S. Civil War, and the enslaved peo-
ple who served the family of Solitude’s
owner lived in a nearby structure.
An artwork of wood figurines and
benches, “Think on these things,”
invites visitors “to contemplate Vir-
ginia Tech’s layered histories.”
GETTING THERE
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The interior of the
Torgersen Bridge serves 

as a large study hall.

The interior of the Lyric Theatre, which opened in 1930. Below, a 40-yard
dash area at Huckleberry Park in Christiansburg, Va.
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https://www.npr.org/podcasts/487364788/journeys-of-discovery-with-tom-wilmer
















Geiger & Associates Media Marketing Program1846 Junwin Court
Tallahassee, FL 32308

www.geigerpr.com
(850) 942-6685

Thank you!

T H E S E  R E S U L T S  A R E  O N L Y  P O S S I B L E  W I T H  T H E  S U P P O R T
O F  L O C A L  T O U R I S M  P A R T N E R S .  

W E  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  E F F O R T S ,  T I M E  A N D
E N T H U S I A S M .

P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  R A C H E L . G A R C I A @ G E I G E R P R . C O M  A N D  
J U L I A N A . A T W E L L @ G E I G E R P R . C O M  W I T H  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S .  


