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BACKGROUND

Geiger & Associates Public Relations,
Inc. was founded by Debbie Geiger in
1985 after serving as Publicity Bureau
Chief for the Florida Division of
Tourism. The destination marketing
specialists at Geiger & Associates have
assisted more than 200 destination
marketing organizations and other
tourism industry clients in
communicating specific messages to
various audiences of journalists, opinion
influencers, potential visitors and
revenue sources for over 40 years.
Those 200+ clients include state
tourism agencies, smaller community
CVBs, large urban CVBs, regional
tourism organizations, resort
properties, international clients and
other organizations with a tourism
marketing component.

OBYECTIVE

Montgomery County Tourism began
working with Geiger & Associates
Public Relations in Fall 2023 to
implement a comprehensive media
marketing and public relations
program. Since then G&A has planned,
implemented and conducted five
group media tours: November 2023,
May 2024, October 2024, April 2025
and October 2025.. Working in
collaboration with Montgomery County
Tourism, the goal of each media tour is
to generate positive editorial coverage
of local lodging, dining and attractions.

The success of this joint effort is
evident in the outstanding media
coverage generated and the effective
partnership with local tourism industry
sponsors.

Geiger & Associates Public Relations



CUMULATIVE
MEDIA TOUR RESULTS

Number of travel journalists who visited
Montgomery County for editorial research
Number of articles generated in print, radio
or online media

Number of consumers reached by earned editorial
coverage

$1.40 MILLION

Total value of this media coverage if purchased as paid
advertising

$82,313

This cumulative number represents the sponsored or
donated contributions national and regional industry
sponsors provided. Sponsored contributions include airfare,
meals, lodging and activities that support the CVB's
marketing program. This represents money that Montgomery
County Tourism did not have to pay to host the visiting
journalists.

$6.78

The return on investment (ROI) represents the amount
Montgomery County Tourism has earned for every dollar
invested in the media marketing program.




2025 Media Tours

OVERVIEW

OCTOBER 5-8, 2025 MEDIA TOUR

OCTOBER 5-8. 0

25 MEDIA WEEKEXND

1
Apreil 2X-May 1

media tour

Click here to view
the October 5-8,
2025 itinerary.

Click here to view
the October 5-8,
2025 media list.

BLACKSBURE
ERITTINSRIRG

Click here to view
the April 28-May 1,
2025 itinerary.

Click here to view
the April 28-May 1,

2025 media list.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEuHd5UVeCpI4-Y4v3JKEdf95Mgr9ORj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ULeeKUpep30EpYXZ6sdbmkdwGGF5DGLn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qXbrayJtufBTSyfzZ40PXjxptnb2lwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZppLfMzH-h0Yr-yO7KQgiwOyAvmJFP1H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RynGda2jbdtgLxVtaYQdxPNQEGUKBfxq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEuHd5UVeCpI4-Y4v3JKEdf95Mgr9ORj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qXbrayJtufBTSyfzZ40PXjxptnb2lwI/view?usp=sharing

Media
Coverage

THE FOLLOWING IS A SAMPLE OF COVERAGE
RESULTING FROM THE MEDIA MARKETING
PROGRAM

COVERAGE THAT HAS APPEARED AS A RESULT OF G&A'S MONTGOMERY COUNTY
TOURISM MEDIA MARKETING PROGRAM

CLICKTO VIEW CUMULATIVE MEDIA TOUR COVERAGE

CLICKTO VIEW CUMULATIVE MEDIA SUMMARY

CLICKTO VIEW NEW COVERAGE THAT HAS APPEARED IN Q4 2025



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lQ0ACYlgs1OnM9G7e5e3rR0F1T4MDw-C?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12mTIajueS48LWvY-h_NQLxQxAVfZrVA5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1i7yWmgxF2UE6t9b91oY8JjM5bZSCT659?usp=sharing
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DEPARTMENTS

UPFRONT

16 From the Editor + Contributors
19 From the Publisher

LOCAL

22 HEALTH Free overdose prevention
supplies and a vibe check

24 TRANSPORTATION Updates on
GRTC Zero Fare funding

24 BUSINESS Henricowelcomes
global firms

26 DEVELOPMENT Revising
Richmond's zoning code

28 EDUCATION Fox Elementary
reopens after 2022 fire

30 GRANTS VMHC disperses historic
preservation funding statewide

34 FLASHBACK Hunter Stagq, literary
luminary of the Roaring'20s

144 PARTING SHOT Sister cifies bond
through baseball

A&E

38 DATEBODK Art and music festivals,
Run Richmaond 16.19, the State Fair of
Virginia and an Art Works exhibition
40 SPECIAL EVENTS Get footloose
for National Dancing Day

41 HAPPENINGS 17 things fo do

this month

42 PROFILE The Folly's latest album
ts an evolution of sound

44 SPOTLIGHT Stuck on art at
Gallery5's new exhibition

46 SPOTLIGHT The Art Deco

Society celabrates a century of

“The Great Gatsby”

LIVING

50 SHOP TALK A bookseller breaks
in, and a gift store expands

54 GIVING BACK FitéKids' Learning
Gardens help children grow

56 HEALTH A nonprofit gives babies
and maothers a helping hand

58 TRY THIS Floorball gains

ground in RVA

G0 TRAVEL Blacksburg's offerings
make it a fall favorite

EAT & DRINK

130 ROUND-UPVeg-iriendly
restaurants recreate the joy of

fast food

1352 AROUND TOWN Best bites,
food events and Sergio's [talian
Restaurant

134 SPOTLIGHT Meet the founder
of RVA Community Fridges

136 O&A Coffee is the foundation of
a local recovery initiative

138 SHORT ORDER Local
mushrooms, upscale school snacks
and salt-laced cocktails

140 IN DEPTH Peterburg's
destination cafe in a former

bus station

ONLINE

= Our extended conversation with
John Freyer and Ella Floyd of VCU's
Recovery Roast project
richmondmag.com/recovery
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Blacksburg Bound

The college town has Hokies plus a whole lot more

By Karl Smith

estled in the scenic New
River Valley, Blacksburg
has long bean known as
a vibrant college town
anchored by Virginia
Tech. As summer fades and the school
year begins, the town's energy shifts into
a fresh rhythm fueled by both locals and
mew arrivals, With a longtime focus on out-
door adventure, recent afforts to elevate
local businesses and restaurants, and a
forthceming Amtrak rail extension to the
area, Blacksburg is redefining itself as more
than just a university hub.

SLOW DOWHN IN TOWN

Blacksburg fits right in among the mary
charm-loaded small towns in Southwest
Virginia; however, thanks to the university,
it boasts city-level attractions, Finding a
home base within the town's 20 square
milles is easy — In addition to a varlety of
chain hotels, The Inn at Virginia Tech
blends Southern hospitality with modern
amenities, lts prime location near campus
and downbtown provides easy access o
Blacksburg's growing food, drink and cul-
tural scenes.

Stralling retail strips such as College
Avenue and Main Street shows off some
of the town's best offerings. Blacksburg's
cultural heart beats strong at the Lyric
Theatre, a palnstakingly restored venue
from tha 1930s that hosts indle films. live
miusic and community events, Mearby, the
vibrarit Blacksburg Farmers Market in
Market Square Park draws crowds every
Saturday year-round, offering fresh pro-
duce, artisan cheeses, baked goods, honay,
meats and handcrafted wares from owver
50 local vendors.

8@ SEPT/ 2016

Mo visit to Blacksburg is complete
without exploring the Virginda Tech
campus itself. Bevond its Collegiate
Gothic architecture and vibrant student
life. the campus offers muktidisciplinary
entertainment and cultural experiences.
Catch a performance at The Center for the
Arts, a modaemn venue featuring averything
from orchestral concerts to contemporary
danca and flm screenings. For a quieter
day, stroll through the Hahn Horticulture
Gardans, an educational oasis showcasing
native plants and seasonal booms that's
perfect for reflection and photography.

FINE FARE

Though students remnain a key portion
of Blacksburg's dining population, the
growing culinary scene retains a local-
first feel as the fall sats in. The Influence
of local growers and makers is everywhere

— artisanal coffee roasters, craft broweries
and distilleries, refined restaurants, and
spacialty food shops all offer a taste of
Appalachian flavor.

Start your day with seasonal scones
and expertly pulled espresso at Bollo's
Bakery b Café, a popular downtown spot
known for Its European-style pastries and
coffea. For a casual but satisfying treat,
Naxt Door Bake House — a locally owned
staple adjacent to the narth end of campus
= specializes in sweet drinks, sandwiches
and baked goods,

Wenture just cutside town o Rising
Silo Farm Brewary, whara a farm-to-table
ethos shines. This family-friendly brewery
offers craft beers alongsikde wood-Nired
pizzas, all featuring ingredients grown
on=site or sourced from local farms. Live
music adds to the inviting atmosphere,
making it a perfect spot for all »
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ages to gather.

For wine lovers and foodies, Blacksburg
Wine Lab delivers a global wine list and cui-
sine curated by a Virginia Tech professor
who is an expert in wines from around the
world. Beyond the extensive selection, the
Wine Lab also operates as a specialty foods
shop. selling local and regional gourmet
products that make perfect gifts or ake-
home treats,

If spirits are more your style, don't miss
a tasting at J.H. Bards Spirits Co. Owned
by Blacksburg natives, this craft distillery
produces small-batch bourbon and vodia,
offering samples and seasonal specials at
their Draper Road facility.

End the night with upscale dining at
Preston’s Restaurant at The Inn at Virginia
Tech, with a menu of elevated Appalachian-
inspired cuisine paired with seasonal cock-
talls in a setting that celebrates the town
and school's shared history.

ADOSE OF NATURE

Outdoor enthuslasts will find plenty to
enjoy on the Huckleberry Trail, a paved
greenway keal for cycling or walking that
connects Blacksburg with neighboring
Christiansburg. For a more challenging
adventure, the much-loved hike to McAfes
Knob rewards visitors with sweeping Blue
Ridge Mountain views and is one of the best
ways to see fall colors in Southwest Virginia.
As the season deepens, Sinkland Farms in
Christiansburg draws families with hayrides,
a pumpkin patch, corn mazes and fve music
an weekends.

Ask a student where they'd go for a guick
getaway, and you'll probably be advised to
walk the tranguil loop of Pandapas Pond
north of town. Locals also love this popu-
lar trall close to Blacksburg for hiking. jog-
ging or dog walking along the pond and
far its links to the George Washington and
Jefferson National Forests. [

SAVETHE DATE
—_ E —_—

The Sinkland Farms Pumpkin Fastival risgs
in the autumn season on Sept. 25 and runs
Thursduy-Sunday through sarly Nevember,
transforming the patch into a packed farm
filled with lve music, feod tracks, vendars
e Family activities. Admission starts at §13.
woklandfarms.com

COURTESY MONTGOMESY COUNTY SECIINAL TOURISM
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TRAVEL

Virginiais
for Lovers

-of fine dining wine,
nature and more

ne of the beau-

tiez of living in or

visiting a college
o towm is that many

of the school's

professors redre
and start innovative businesses, many
times based on their expertize. Such is
the caze with Blacksburg, Virginia, home
1 Virginia Tech and some of the brightest
minds of the South. There's plenty to
do inthis quaint towm nestled betwesn
the Blus Ridge and Allegany mounisins,
and rmech of it can be aedited to those
creating s=cond caTesIs.

Stay

The town contains MIMETrous aC00Im-
modations but & stay at The Inn at Virginia
Tech marries comfort with collegiate ambi-
anee. The property inchides numerous
guestrocms and swites overlocking the
campus and it= neighboring parks, a
restaurant and lounge and the Skelton
Conference Center, Blacksburg's largest
svent venue with almost 24,000 square
fzet of flexdble meeting spaces.

Dine

Virginia Tech geography professor John
Boyrar towred the word with his wifs, Katis
Pritchard, and experienced its viticulture
and wine. It was only natursl that the
couple open the Elackeburg Wine Lab

to share that Imowledgs. Mot cnly may
visitors indulges Inwines from around the

ki

glabe, but they can also sample
a curated zelection of cheeses
and charcuterie plates, pates and
spreads, house-made pimento
cheeszs and unigue tinned fish
with gounmet crackers. Nesd help
choosing & wine; just ask

Cabo Fish Taco Esrves up an
incredible amay of Madean special-
tizs {and ves, their tacos ars divine)
and a wide variety of tequilasz
housed in one of the Badeburg's
cldest historicsl properties. For
wegetarians, don't miss the popular
(Gillie's for innovative dishes served

Drink

When civil engineer Yvan Beliveau
retired as a faculty member from
the College of Architecture at
Virginia Tech, he and his wifie,
Jorres, opened the BeliveauFarm &
Winery outside of town. The winery
eatisfies Yven's love of growing
grapes and Joyee's admiration of
lavender and hospitmlity. Visitors
can enjoy Virginiz-grown wins,
such a5 Yean's “Crazy Professor™
series, on the 1565-acre land with
it 1000 s farmhouse, and stay at

54 :epTEMEER 2015 ; MYNEWORLEAMS.COM

the property’s bed and breakdfast.

Elacksburg natives Jayson
Hudzon and Jason Hardy started
a local whiskey club called the
Eourbon and Rye Drinking Sociaty,
or BARDS. Itmorphed into the JH.
BARDS Spirit Co. micro-distllery
of craft whiskey and viodlka using
the region’s limsstone- filtersd
mountain water. The taproom
serras up craft cocktails as well,

The perfect placs to watch the
sun set over the region’s farmland
outeide Blacksburg while enjoying
craft beers and brick oven pizzais
Rizing Silo Brewery and Farm. The
farm-based breweryuses organic
mali=s and water from the faon’s
well and sells seasonal produce
on the side.

The Outdoors
Cme of the best places to enjoy
nature is the sighi-acre Pandapas
Pond that's encircled by a one-
mile loop trail that leads through
wetlands and over boardwalks
and bridges inside a hardwood
forest. Be sure to look for wildlife.
For something more adven-
tarous, Brush Mountain Park offers

BY CHERE COEN

758 arres of forest mulfi-use trails
popular with hikers and moun-
tain bikers. In the future, the park
syetems, thanks to the MNew River
Land Trust with help from seversl

regionsl organizations.

Virginia Tech Campus

The 147,000-square-foot Moss
Artz Center on the Virginia Tech
camps brings in both local and
nationally-known enterziners.
The Hahn Horticulure Garden
features six acres of teaching
and display gardens, including
a water garden, herb collection
and a landscaped mesdow, all
adomed with artwork.

A few steps from campus s the
Bladk=turg Farmers Markst, held
avery Wednesday and Saturday on
the comer of Roanoke Streetand
Diraper Road. Fanmers within 50
miles and regional makers gather
to showeass regional produce,
baked good:, meat and egg=.
handmade goods and locally
produced honey. #

PHOTD COURTESY OF MEWRIVERLAMDTRUST.ORG
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WHERE COLLEGE TOWN CHARM MEETS THE MAGIC
OF NATURE AND HISTORY.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY VALERIE SHEPHERD

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY VIRGINIA

TN T —

As 3 busy mom looking for 3 quick petaway Irom
Atlanta, It fell a bil unfalr 1 was going withoul my
college-searching son o Monlgomery County,
Virginla—nome to VIrginla Tech. What [ was hoping
would be a chance to experience a litle energy,
artlstic creathvity, history and a hlke (or hve), p
turned Inko expertencing the kind of place students - r F
and locals, a5 well as previous Hokles move back to . [ ——
becamse of 1ts charm and allure. i -

Tucked between the Blue Rldge and Alleghany = 2
Mountalns, this reglon isn't just stunning - 185 i
il of everything for a revitallzing getaway. The =g
minute you arrive, you can feel the heartbeat of
a vibrant college town {LhINk cozy cafes, antigue
shopping, botanical gardens) surrounded by nat-
ural beauty and a rich history.




S0 lfyon have a weskend jor more!) | Righly suggestthe following:

WHERE TO SHOP

IT you're a fam ol unkgee fmds, local Charm, and Insta-worthy
shots In every corner, then Monlgomery County shopping
has your mame wrilten il over I In Christlansburg, Cambria
Staflon Antlques and O1d Mew Rliver Books 15 a2 masi-see.
There's a glant arch made of vintage books housed In a histor-
Ical general store - 1P 2 freasure trove of vinkage must-haves,
rare books and amazing nostalgla.

Over In downiown Elacksburg, Sogar Magnolia 1s about as cute
as they come. IUs the kind of place where you can browse statho-
nery and giits that make your soul sing with an lce cream cone In
hand—and yes, Lhey serve Lhal too as well as handmade chocolales!

ITthere on a Saturday morning, Blacksburg Farmers Market 1s
a vlsual and semsory treat! ILchecks all the boxes for baying and
shopping local with a producer whi comes [Tom no more than
50 mlles away.

WHERE T EAT

Foodles, prepare o be wowed. From IlLLe cales to SLar-wof-
thy dining, Montgomery County knows how Lo feed you. SLart
with sushl and ramen ai Hefun, In downiown Blacksburg, and
for a lakd-back lunch, head to Cabo Flsh Taco, sel In one of the
town's historlc belidings bul has amazing outslde seating.
Thelr “Banging Baja Tacos™ are worlh the trip aione.

IT youre In for a rustlc vibe with bold Havors, The Blacksburg
Tavern oifers Appalachian comfort food served In one of Maln
Stresl’s oldest homes (with gorgeons paintings’ Think out-of-this-
world irled chicken, briskel, and combread served famiky shybe.

Round I ali oif with a short trip Lo The Blacksburg Wine
Lab-co-founded by a ¥irginla Tech professor, It blends wine
education with savory sips and slunning views of [arm country.

WHERE T 5STAY

The Inn at virginla Tech and Skelton Conference Center
locabed right on campus, oifers warm Southern hospitality and a
bigger-Lthan-big bullet breakiast 2t Preston’s Restagrant. IUs the

perfect base for exploring the area and soaking up the college
LOwn energy.

WHAT T D

This reglon Is packed with ways Lo get moving and be
Inspired. Start your day witha peacelnl walk around Pandapas
Pond or explore the miles of h1king and biking Lralls In Erash
Mountain Fark, 3 protected area of the Appalachian. Don't
miss the Hahn Hortlcolture Garden, a slx-acre paradise on
Yirginia Tech's campus, or a visit to the Moss ATts Center for
art exnibitions and performances.

History lovers wlil appreclate Hisloric Smithheld, which
weaves together the storles of early America, and the
Monigomery Maseum ol ATt & History.

And for something Lruly unigee, Ume your visit b colnckie
wiLh the Sinkland Farms Pumpkin Festlval In the fafl. With live
muskc, kocal Yendors, Cows, games, art and glant pempkins
galore, there's a reason why IU's ranked the Lop In the Southeast!

WHEN TO GO

Spring and summer bring vibranl greenery and perfect hik-
Ing weather but, In my opinion_.. fall steals the show! Think
bright loflage, perfect weather, Hokle football, pompkin
patches and wine tastings in full swing or enjoying a scenlc
drive through the mountains.

GoToMoniva.com
Facebook: @GoToMontVa
Imstagram: @gotomoniva
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Blacksburg Bound

The college town has Hokies plus a whole lot more | Photos courtesy Montgomery County Regional Tourism

BY KARI SMITH SEPTEMBER 26, 3035

GREEN'S

The Lyric Theatre

Nestled in the scenic New River Valley, Blacksburg has long been known as a vibrant college town anchored by
Virginia Tech. As summer fades and the school year begins, the town's energy shifts into a fresh rhythm fueled by
both locals and new arrivals. With a longtime focus on outdoor adventure, recent efforts to elevate local
businesses and restaurants, and a forthcoming Amtrak rail extension to the area, Blacksburg is redefining itself as

more than just a university hub.



Slow Down in Town

Blacksburg fits right in amang the many charm-loaded small towns in Southwest Virginia; however, thanks to the
university, it boasts city-level attractions. Finding a home base within the town's 20 square miles is easy — in
addition to a variety of chain hotels, The Inn at Virginia Tech blends Southern hospitality with modern

amenities. Its prime location near campus and downtown provides easy access to Blacksburg's growing food, drink
and cultural scenes,

Strolling retail strips such as College Avenue and Main Street shows
off some of the town’s best offerings. Blacksburg's cultural heart
beats strong at the Lyric Theatre, a painstakingly restored venue
from the 1930s that hosts indie films, live music and community

events. Mearby, the vibrant Blacksburg Farmers Market in Market

Square Park draws crowds every Saturday year-round, offering fresh
produce, artisan cheeses, baked goods, honey, meats and

handcrafted wares from over 50 local vendors.

Mo visit to Blacksburg is complete without exploring the Virginia
Tech campus itself. Beyond its Collegtate Gothic architecture and
vibrant student life, the campus offers multidisciplinary
entertainment and cultural experiences. Catch a performance at The
Center for the Arts, a modern venue featuring everything from
orchestral concerts to contemporary dance and film screenings. For
a quieter day, stroll through the Hahn Heorticulture Gardens, an

educational oasis showcasing native plants and seasonal blooms

that's perfect for reflection and photography.

Blacksburg Farmers Market

Fine Fare

Though students remain a key portion of Blacksburg's dining population, the growing culinary scene retains a
local-first feel as the fall sets in. The influence of local growers and makers is everywhere — artisanal coffee
roasters, craft breweries and distilleries, refined restaurants, and specialty food shops all offer a taste of

Appalachian flavor.

Start your day with seasonal scones and expertly pulled espresso at Bollo’s Bakery & Café, a popular downtown

spot known for its European-style pastries and coffee. For a casual but satisfying treat, Next Door Bake House

— a locally owned staple adjacent to the north end of campus — specializes in sweet drinks, sandwiches and

baked goods.

\enture just outside town to Rising Silo Farm Brewery, where a farm-to-table ethos shines. This family-friendly

brewery offers craft beers alongside wood-fired pizzas, all featuring ingredients grown an-site or sourced from

local farms. Live music adds to the inviting atmosphere, making it a perfect spot for all ages to gather.

For wine lovers and foodies, Blacksburg Wine Lab delivers a giobal wine list and cuisine curated by a Virginia

Tech professor who is an expert in wines from around the world. Beyond the extensive selection, the Wine Lab
also operates as a specialty foads shop, selling local and regional gourmet products that make perfect gifts or

take-home treats.

If spirits are more your style, don't miss a tasting at J.H. Bards Spirits Co. Owned by Blacksburg natives, this

craft distillery produces small-batch bourbon and vodka, offering samples and seasonal specials at their Draper
Road facility.

End the night with upscale dining at Preston’s Restaurant at The Inn at Virginia Tech, with a menu of elevated

Appalachian-inspired cuisine paired with seasonal cocktails in a setting that celebrates the town and school’s

shared history.



Huckieberry Trail

A Dose of Nature

Outdoor enthusiasts will find plenty to enjoy on the Huckleberry Trail, a paved greenway ideal for cycllrrs or
walking that connects Blacksburg with neighboring Christiansburg. For a more challenging adventure, the much
loved hike to McAfee Knob rewards visitors with sweeping Blue Ridge Mountain views and is one of the best
ways to see fall colors in Southwest Virginia. As the season deepens, Sinkland Farms in (,'hrlstla"lﬁhurg draws

families with hayrides, a pumpkin patch, corn mazes and live music on weekends

Ask a student where they'd go for a quick getaway, and you'll probably be advised to walk the tranquil loop of
Pandapas Pond north of town, Locals also love this popular trail close to EIackaurg for :'llklns, jorging or dos

walking along the pend and for its links to the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests.

Save the Date

The Sinkland Farms Pumpkin Festival rings in the autumn season Sept. 25 and runs Thursday-Sunday lhrr:ugn

early November, transforming the patch into a packed farm filled with live music, food trucks, vendors and family

activities. Admission starts at 13,
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Time-Honored College

Southern schools embrace fun, unique campus histories

By Cheré Coen

Aftter two years al a Washington, D.C., private school—where [
succeeded more at the school newspaper than my political science
miajor—I knew I needed a change in course. But where to po
next? My father attended Tulane University, so Louisiana State
University was out of the question. They were avid rivals.

But then a friend from my home state of Louisiana animatedly
detailed the pregame show of a Saturday night in Baton Rouge—
how the LSU Tiger Band marches silently on the field and. in an
instant, dramatically performs “Tiger Rag” while the stadium erupts.
Goosebumps ran up my arms. I sounded like the perfect college
experience. With the state school price tag, my father agresd.

There are so many similar traditions at colleges across the
South, enhancing that collegiate ambiance that makes each
university unique and special.

Clemson and the University of South Carclina

There's a long-standing rivalry between Clemson and South
Carolina, and each college has its own traditions around the
annual foothall matchup. South Carolina burns a massive papier-
mache tiger surrounded by cheering fans, while Clemson holds a
funeral for Cocky, South Carolina’s rooster mascol.

Rivalry aside, Clemson’s football team dresses out at Fike Field

bulideg Uga proudly represents the University of Georgia.
PHOTD COURTESY OF LIGA

House and runs down the hill on to the field at the start of each
game, a tradition some call the most exciting 25 seconds in
collepe foothall.

Players also honor a rock from Death Valley, California, that
was brought to the field in 1967, Then-coach Frank Howard told
his players that if they gave 110% against Wake Forest, they would
receive the privilege of rubbing that mck. The team won, and
“Howard’s Rock” became a Clemson football tradition.




‘Traditions

South Carolina Gamecocks fans line up out-of-service train
cabooses—called “Cockabooses™ —oulside Williams-Brice
Stadium. Each train car is privately owned and outfitted

for tailgating.

University of Georgia

Georpia has pone to the dogs. The UGA mascot is an adorable
English bulldog named Uga. Heading into the country’s 10th
largest stadium, students sing for “Calling the Dawgs” a song that
ends with a wool,

There’s even a Dawg Walk, where thousands of fans preet the
players and coaches at the main entrance to Sanford Stadium
while the Georgia Redcoat Band plays. If the football team wins,
fans head to the Chapel Bell on the North Campus and ring it into
the night.

On the superstitious side, undergraduates are warned nod to
walk under the circa- 18505 black iron arch on the North Campus
for fear of not graduating.

ABOVE: Those who find their “sole” mates while attending Murray State University
hang their shoes on a campus tree for continued good luck. PHOTO COURTESY OF
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY

LEFT: University of Alabama’s famed coach Paul “Bear” Bryant is immortalized in
bronze as part of the school’s Walk of Champions. PHOTD BY CHERE COEM

Murray students are nicknamed racers, because the original
nickname of thoroughbreds—it’s Kentucky, after all—felt too long
to the journalists writing about the leams.

Lander University
Lander University in Greenwood doesn't have a football team but
the college, which dates back to 1872, continues many traditions.
On freshmen move-in day, faculty and staff turn out 1o help the
new students move in. Sometimes even the mayor shows up.
After students are settled im, they are ushered into the arena
where faculty and staff line up like a greeting tunnel and cheer
them on. Nursing stedents participate in an annual pinning
ceremony and the Lighting of the Lamps of Knowledpe.

The Lander community believes in crealing new traditions
as well, such as the holiday tree lighting.

“Lander is an old university, and we wanl to maintain
traditions but also move into modern traditions.” says Amanda
Darden, vice president for student experience and quality




Spring-graduating students, wearing white dresses or white
dinner jackets instead of caps and gowns, exit the Cistern Yard by
passing underneath the same arch. In December, male graduates
wear black tuxedos, and women wear black dresses,

Coastal Carolina University

Carolinas Cocky has competition with Chauncey, a Chanticleer
rooster that arrives at (ootball games on a motorized Jet Ski
When the Coastal team recovers a turnover, the player who

secured the ball puts on a fur coat, known as the Tarnover Cloak,

and wields a sword in a sideline celebration.

Francis Marion University
As the first Friday of fall semester arrives, the school welcomes
students to campus in Florence with live music, a DJ, student
organizations, food trucks and fur activities to kick off the year.
Festivities return in February, when the university celebrates
Homecoming with tailgating, a variety of fun activitics and several
athletic showdowns. A celebratory bonfire lights up the traditional
Homecoming pep rally.

When final exams loom and stress levels soar, students are
often secn walling past the Stokes Administration building
to rub the statee of FMU's founding president, D, Doug Smith,
The quirky ritual connects today’s Patriots with the past.

Auburn and the University of Alabama
Anather hotly contested rivalry among two universities from the
same state is Auburn and Alabama. It's so intense that when folks
mave to Alabama, they're routinely asked o take a side:

At Auburnis Toomers Corner, a grove of oak trees was planted

in 1937 by state Ser. Sheldon Toomer. Fans decorate the trees
with toilet paper nﬁerwinnm;fauﬂmllmmmingﬂn
matural beauty into something akin o winter wonderkand,
The Umversft}tnfhhbmnhas long heen' e Crimson Tide,
> bt the ari s h&pan theifh‘ln'mnm &;:&

Hugh Roberts remarked how the game turned red, and the
rest s history,

University of Arkansas

Arkansas adopled the mean raaorback as its mascol, so on game
days the human mascot known as Tusk heads to Razorback
Stadium in Fayetteville to lead the school’s famous Calling of
the Hogs cheer. Fans wiggle their fingers and raise their hands
over their heads for about six seconds as they shout, “Woooo!”
They then bring their hands down as they call out "Pig, sooie”
Rarorback fans perform this chant three times and on the final
cheer call out, "Rarorbacks!”

Duke University and the University of Yirginia

It's not encugh to pay tuition and do the work, Some universities
liki: too make graduates go the extra mile, Mot official, naturalby,
bt Truke graduates are asked to drive backward around the traffic
circle. At Virginia, some run naked from the rotunda down to the
statue of Homer to kiss his bottom before retrieving their clothes,

University of Florida

George Edmondson didn't like the University of Florida fans
booing the team, so he jumped up in 1949 and started a cheer
that's becomie legend at the schools foothall games,

George was called Mr. Two Bits, and at every Gator home
football game you'll hear, “Two bits, four bits, six bits, 2 dollar. Al
for the Gators, stand up and holler!”

Between the third and the fourth quarter all fans stand up, lock
arms and smg, “We Are the Bovs”

University of Kentucky

Fans in Lexington begin their foothall games with a “Call 1o the
Post,’ a cheer akin to the opening of the Kentucky Derby, These
_‘mh.im.wnt T]'u.'lr name whan a furmer univﬂ'ﬂt}' nl’ﬁdal told i

R CR L ..urnfﬁ:uludﬂﬂnmpnp&m
a:th. Jll‘ul]bdi{.'d a chant called the "Heighty! Tighty!™ "Heighty!
Tighty! Gash a mighty! Who in the hell are we? Rim! Ram! Flim!
Flam! Ole Miss, by damn!™

Today, the chant begins when someone asks the question, “Are
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vou readv?” The crowd answers: “Hell, ves! Damn right! Hosty
Toddy, gash almighty! Whe the hell are we? Hey! Flim (fam, bim
bam Ole Miss, by damn!”

Mississippi State

T Starkville, fans always wanl more cowbell. Story has it that a
[ersey cow made its way onto the field at Davis Wade Stadium
during & victorious gume, and the students declared it a good luck
charm, Since then, fans have incorporated the cowbell into the
schoals athletic events. The cow, however, lost out as mascot 10

Bully the English bulldog.

Morth Carolina State University
The Souths most popular donut company eriginated in North
Caroling, so students include Krispy Kreme in their anmpal
philanthropic challenge.

Participants must race 2.5 miles to the dosest Krispy Kreme
store, devour 12 donuts and retorn to campus in one hour,

University of Tennessee
Tennessee is one of only two U5, college foothal] stadiums
accessible by water, This means Volunteers fans can anchor their
boats on the Tennessee River outside the stadium and tailgate on
the water, watching the game on TV if they can't nab tickets on
dry land.

This Vil Navy can attract around 200 boats per foothall game,

Texas A&M
Texas A8 students say howdy 10 others they meet. and others

LEFT: Louisiana State University football games feature the talents
of the Golden Band from Tigerland. PHOTO BY CHERF COEN

FAR LEFT: Mississippi State’s tradition of using cowbells celebrates
a cow that once wandered omto the football game during a
challenging game. PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIFP] STATE

wion The naming contest fn 2011, the hom is also sounded after
every Commodores score.

Virginia Tech
Virginia Tech students call themselves Hokies. The tradition
dates to 1896 when the school, then Vieginia A&M
College, changed its name to Virginia Polvtechnic
Institute. A contest for a new cheer for the new name
was held, and senior OML Stull won first prize for his
“Hokie” yell. When asked what “Hokie”™ meant, O
said he made it up.

e cheer is still part of the football games today,
but so is Metallicas hit “Enter Sandman,”
considered Virginia Techs anthem. As for
the HokicBird mascot, which looks like a L
turkey, Tech teams were once called the —

gobblers.

Loulsiana State University
Back to my alma mater, On Satrday
nights in Baton Rouge, the
Golden Band from Tigerand
silently marches onto the field
at Death Valley stadium,
spreading out and
pausing in front
of the student
section while
the crowad goes
eerily silent.

If you know
the LSU stadium,

you'll understand how

unusual that silence is. Only the
sotnd of drumsticks can be
heard as the crowd of 102,000-

:

say goodbye by spouting out “Gig em!” plus fans stand, .
This tradition hails back toa 1930 fotball game again Texey At just the right mament, i
Christian University when A&M graduate Pinky Downs wanted  band members flip their ‘
o incile < \ v priites e i ‘ instruments, point toward the student -
“What are we. heasked  section and begin playing “Tiger Rag"
s do o tor rours of approval from the crowd.
" After the band turns :
ﬂfT.l#l' Mmd
A naval horn was perched on top of the press box of Vanderbill and those sections
Stadium in 1993 and used by Vanderbilts Navy ROTC to call fans  respond, the
to pregame activities and welcome the foothall team to the feld. miusicians march
Known as “The Admiral” and named by Bob Redd, a fan whe 1o spell out LSU. =
[y e e — == - " e
e S - - e s P L]
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Phoio Prosided by Gy of Chrstiznsburg
A wisitor enjoys a slide at the all-inclusive playground in Chrstiansbung, Va

WHERE LOCALS
LIVE THE DREAM




A traveler’s discovery in Virginia's Blue Ridge

KIMBERALY BURK
GUEST TRAVEL COLUMMIST

don't trave] with Uhe imtention of

finding people to envy, but it often

turns cut that way.

1n Blackshurg, Va., fur instance,
her name is Beth Christensen. a
L8, Forest Service districl ranger
aszipned to Pandapas Pond. [t's the
Walden you might never have heard
of, begueathed to the city by a man
e il 5 in 948 a8 & retrest for
his emplovecs.

“The community treasures this
place,” Christensen said as she led
a group of trovel journalists ona
willking tour around the cighl-acre
pand on a piciure-perfect morning in
April. “1 have a reverence for it.”

Pond sits on the Eastern
Continental Divide in the Jefferson
National Forest of the Blue Ridge
Mouninins. Virginia Tech Univer-
ity students routinely juin fellow
Blackshurg residents in making the
five-mile trip to the federal day-use
aren to walk, run, bike, walk their
dogs, natare-watch and sometimes
even study. Admission is free, but
there is a donation bax.

James as, who brought the
first tw industries 1w Blacksburg,
developed 5060 acres inchading the

nd into a private recreational area

the exclusive use of his Electro-
Tee and Poly Scientific Ve,
He sold it in 1983 to Lhe 1.5 Forest
Service.

“It’'s very well-loved,” said Chris-
tensen, who exudes conteniment as
she describes her little piece of para-
dise. *] fate that it's open to
evorybaody, 1 think about the gift to
the community that Mr. P

Mimibagety Burk | For Tha Transcript

Beth Christensen, a U.S. Forest Service District Ranger, describes
for visiting travel journalists the blissfulness to be experienced at

Pandapas Pond near Blacksbung, Va.

pave”

Another Montgomery County resi-
dent who can hardly belleve his good
fortune is Seofi Douglas, director of
the Peggy Liee Hahn Horticufture
Garden on the Vinginia Tech cam-
pus. He spends half his time in the
six-sere gardens and the rest teach-
ifig in Virginia Tech's School of Plant
anid Environmental Sciences, which
inchutdes serving as facolty adviser to
the horticulture team,

There's alwayvs something o look
furward to,

In early Muy, tulip season has
ended but the Japanese and Ameri-
can dogwoids continge o Moom. In
the vegetable garden, lettoce, kile,
anions and garlic plants have poked
through.

Adorning the sides of the mean-

dering patlways are lilscs, blesding
hearts, azaleas, viedas and hostas,
There's & conifer collection, and

an edible garden with crabapples,
grapes and Asian pears. All that
vegetation attracts rabbits, binds
andd butterflies, and water features
are gtocked with kol fsh, Carnive-
rous plants are o favorite stop when
elementary students come for guided
TaMLFs,

*We are open to the public every
doy. There ire no gates or fences,”
Douglas says. “A ot of photes are
:Iukrn here. Art classes paint here. A

nnce class will Ferfnrm in the gar-
dins next week,

A seenbe elght-mile drive from
Blackshury is Christiansburg,

See THAVEL on 88



of Huckleberry Park, and his
nﬂn&mum all-mclis-

ive plavground.
Hu:hutlhmimfnl.m-

Epperiey
-t-llmdntpnnhheunmi
States when it comes b
plavgronnds for kds af all
abillities.

The Roller Slide, for exam-
ple, is designed to provide a
calming experience for chil-
dren with smsory i
tssnes. And it's made from

which

upper-bady . The

fitmerss area for adults who
nse wheelehairs,

Travebers can find the park
becauss it's on a nationl
registry of inclusive play

Epperiey said.

A nighttime adult Easter
egg hunt, beld on the 3
turf field, featured a diviz
for sdubis with dssabilities,
Epperiey suid. About 1500

raced to find

foeme i e
Toevs 1o prizes such s belesi-
ahons and harberne grills

Alacksbuarg showcases
near
the beauty of the Blus Ridge
Moantains and & comple whe
care deeply for one another.

SUNDAY. JUNE &, 2025 « THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT

Pl [reed (e By City OF CRASIRTSEar
A boy plays in the spraygrounds of the all-inclusive plaryground at Huckisbarmy Park
in Christiansburg. Va.

Yvan Belivean, who tanght  Relvean said, i that they are Locally-owmesd shop-
inthe College of Architee-  committedio creating.a Vir-  pitg aptions inclade the
tare.at Virgimia Tech, had gimia predbuoet and ot trving e Fringe Benefit bowtnque and
traveled the world to speak beCaldornia, Baooks. In Chris-
af arademic conferences, The winery festures abed  flansbuarg, absout the
sapnpling bis fair share of and breakfast, event center,  canidie pouring process o The

b hegan w consider arning  with a moEnEain g Tloors af rreasares a Cambria
fnis hobby inle an agribass- A Belrvea, by the wa, Staien Antagues and Old New
mess, be recemved nothing bat  means “beastiful valley " River RBenlos,

and said ber hushand alwys  budbet that's worth getfingup ot rentals
encouraged her caresr. ot mestled in the Blue Ridge
“We hurve tried 1o homor The Twisted Liquid res Mousitains and {eaturing a
each other's passions,” she said  tanrant ves up to its name, wenic stretch of the New
of iheir 56-vear bilending fire cimsine with Rrver.
prchued 3 165 withat b il a8 “an mnovatiee
acre alice of beaven, planbed cochitail bar 5 Eciltors fole: Kby S
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This 122-mile Mountain Road Trip Through
Virginia and West Virginia Has Charming Small
Towns, Beautiful Hiking Trails, and Outdoor
Adventures
Enjoy hiking, biking, whitewater rafting, and beautiful views along the way.

-

By Rebecca Deurlein  Published on July 7, 2024 Iff\l .:/x\\ |/‘iJ ) a\l
S e o SR

Hike, tube, and sip vour way through
Christiansburg and Blacksburg,
Virginia.

Drive less than two hours on U.S. 219 S and U.S. 460 E to the home of
Virginia Tech, Jefferson National Forest, world-class tubing, and a bevy of

breweries. Stretch your legs on the Huckleberry Trail, which connects
Christiansburg and Blacksburg. Its many branches provide 15 miles of

Between the Blue Ridge Mountains of Roanoks options, and one of the best is the ADA-accessible, 1.5-mile loop at Coal

Gorge of West Virginia lies a scenic, 122-mile| Mining Heritage Park. Or, visit Jefferson National Forest and hike the one-
trip or weekend getaway. Here's what to see ai  mile loop from Pandapas Pond, choosing your adventure among varying

Poverty Creek trails.

For a family experience and a chance to view the scenic mountain ranges

from the water, try tubing at New River Junction. It's a lazy float over gentle,

shallow waters, so everyone from the kids to grandpa can participate. Order

a cooler tube so you can sip cold beverages on the ride.

Further quench your thirst with the six craft beers brewed at Southwest
Virginia's oldest brewery, Bull & Bones Brewhaus & Grill. If vino is your vibe,

Beliveau Farm Winery pours award-winning wines like Crazy Professor Vidal

Blanc. And if you enjoy both beer and wine, you're in luck as Beliveau
operates the only gluten-free brewery in Virginia.

If you're having so much fun that you don't want to leave, stay at The Inn at
Virginia Tech. Soak up campus life, peruse the galleries at Moss Arts Center,
and stroll the floral walkways at Hahn Horticulture Garden.



DESTINATION

The Hahn Horticulture Garden offers a nature sanctuary for the publicand Virginia Tech students with six acres to discover.

Fall in love with small-town Virginia

Neighbouring communities nestled among Blue
Ridge and Allegheny mountains will draw you
in with natural beauty, southern charm

NADYAPANKIW

LACKSBURG, Va. — It's on licence
]} plates, highway signs and even

on stickers for sale at local shops:
Virginia is for Lovers.

In two neighbouring towns, Blacks-
burg and Christiansburg, nestled
between the Blue Ridge and Allegheny
mountains the saying couldn’t be more
true. But it alsotakes on new meaning
— this part of the siate is for lovers of
nature, the arts and most imporianily,
community.

If you want to get away from the
husile and bustle of big America, mall
shopping and crazy crowds, these two
towns of fer Hallmark-movie-worthy
scenery, quiniessential southern hospi-
tality and local wares like no other. .

HOW TO GET THERE

The Roancke-Blacksburg Reglonal Alport
s the clasest flight-hab to Blackshurg and
Christiamsburg.

Han-stop service is offered to eight cities
In the United States.
Tranvellers from Winnlpeg would have the
aption of flying through Hartsfield-Jack-
son Atlanta International Alrpart or
Chicage 0'Hare International Airport
before contineing an to Roanake.

WHERE TO STAY

The Inn 3t Vieginia Tech prowides a
comfartable stay onthe Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, which was establish
Jan. 13, 1798, is home to Virginia Tech,
& buzzing campus that provides a
youthful, vibrant energy to the town.

Since the horrific on-campus shoot-
ing 17 years ago which resulted in the
deaths of 32 students and facully mem-
bers, the school has erected a memo-
rial for the vietims and honours them
annually during remembrance walks,

The school, which is highly regarded
for its engineering program is also
home 1o the Moss Arts Center and Gal-
lery, a partially-converted cafeteria
with a stunningly spacious theatre that
hosts professional artists and student
groups throughou! its season.

On the south side of campus the Hahn
Horticulture Garden offers natural so-
lace for the public and students with six
acres 1o discover. Visitors are welcome
to recharge and explore the unique an-
nual and perennial plants offer, such as
abanana tree and Zig Zag Redbud

Established in 1984, the garden also
boasts a koi pond, educational work:
shaps for plant and bug identification,
and various art sculptures including the
Muaid in the Mud garden sprite by Frank
Lloyd Wright

Blacksburg's highly walkable Main
Street is located a stone’s throw of
Virginia Tech's campus. Along the
cobblestone sidewalks, its charming
storelronts promote locally-made art,
art supplies and Virginia Tech gear, and
host an array of restaurants.

If you're searching for southern
comfort food, leok no further than the

campus, which is close 1o the actian on

Blacksburg Tavern. The town’s oldest
home, originally congtructed in 1892,
was purchased by Daniel Riley in 2007
and converted into a restaurant. [1's now
serving up hand-battered buttermilk
fried chicken, beef brisket and of course
youcan't forget the buttermilk biscuits
and cormbread.

AND
DIVERSIONS
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Shooting Star Casino
Naw 18-20, Doc 26-28, 2024

Sand Hills Day Tri
Oct 23, Mow 13 &27, accil.pi.ﬁd

South Beach
How 5 & 20, Dec 3, 2024

4 Bears Wov 47,2024

7 DAY/WEEK 204-889-7838, 1-855-221-2206

LT DREH AL PEES

LB LT RELPELS

Blacksburg Farmers Market features vendors year-round selling goods produced or grown within an 80-kilometre radius of the town,

PR AN TREE PELSS
Cambria Station Antiques features three floors filled with reasonably priced vintage wares.

If you're dining on the patio or
porch, be sure 1o head inside the
tavern to examine its interior — each
wall features murals hand-painted by
the owner’s great-aunt depicting local
history and landscapes

@ CONTINUED ON 12

LB AT R PSS

A massive archway madeout of books connects the Old New River Books shop to the neigh-
bouring Cambria Station Antiques,
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Located next door to the tavern,
Cabao Fish Taco is a chain with loca-
tions in Virginia and North Carolina
that serves up specialty tacos, burrilos
and quesadillas as well as an ooey-goo-
ey queso dip that you simply must not
skip.

Opncn you are satisfyingly stuffed,
cool off from Virginia's humid climate
and head over one block to Sugar
Magnolia.

The shop, which specializes in

P lar ice cream and d bl
chocolates and stocks an adorable se-
lection of staticnery and giftware, was
established in 2015 by husband-and-
wife duo Michelle and Tom Raub.

After starting up in a 632-sq.-f1.
shop down the road, the Raubs opened
their current location in 2018 and even
blew out the wall of the neighbouring
building, a former bank, o expand
their business.

“We have an awesome local base that
really has a strong affinity to us,” said
Michelle. “We're the space where on
a Friday, Saturday night, the middle
schoolers are allowed to stay until 1
am.

“That was really our whole mission,
was building community one giftata
time."

Community also is the cornerstone
of Blacksburg Farmers' Market, an
event that has brought vendors togeth-
er since its inceplion in 1985,

The year-round producer-only mar-
ket gathers downtown in a converted
parking lot to host vendors selling
items produced or grown within an
B0-kilometre radius of Blacksburg.

During a Saturday-morning visit in
early October, the market featured
about 30 vendors selling Mossoming
floral arrangements, organic produce,
dog treats, watercolour paintings,
alpaca yarn, soaps, jams, honey, eggs,
and various baked pastries and breads.

Debbie Edwards, manager of Blacks-
burg Farmers” Market, says the event
really comes alive around mid-mom-
ing as families often gather on the
lawn space to listen to live music
performed by local artisis.

“There’s a vibe and an energy here
that is very special 1o the community,”
said Edwards.

An autumn visit wouldn't be com-
plete without a trip to the nearby
Jefferson National Forest, which puts
the state’s mountain landscape, tree
foliage and wildlife on a platter for
nature lovers. Surrounded by pine,
oak and poplar trees, the eighl-acre
Pandapas Pond features a 1.6-km
packed-gravel loop perfect for hikers,
bikers, dog walkers, birdwatchers and
baby strollers.

Families with younger children,
however, may prefer the outdoor rec-
reational offerings of Christiansburg's
50-acre, award-winning Huckleberry
Park,

The former cattle farm turned public
facility opened in September 2023 and
features a splash pad, state-of-the-art
playground equipment from Sweden,
turf field, trails and two dog parks.

Brad Epperley, director of parks
and recreation for the town of Chris-
tiansburg says the park was designed
intentionally to provide recreational
opporiunities for everyone, especially
those with disabilities.

The family fun continues over at Sin-
Kland Farms' Pumpkin Festival. Over
six weeks in the fall, owner Susan
Sink, 71, says approximately 40,000
visitors come 1o enjoy the corn maze,

Pandapas Pond at Jefferson National Forest features a packed-gravel loop perfect for hikers,
bikers, dog walkers, birdwatchers and baby strollers.

LR T TR PSS

A Sinkland Farms employee cosplays as a scarecrow.

food and craft vendors, live music, pig
races and hay rides, and of course,

to pick out a perfect pumpkin for the
season,

Set on 125 acres, the festival is a
highly Instagrammable affair if not for
the: breathtaking scenery then for the
hay bales painted to loak like farm an-
imals and staff cosplaying in creepily
CONVINCING SCATECTOW attire.

Christiansburg’s history comes alive
at the Montgomery Museum of Art
and History. The museum moved into a
Tormer bank about two years ago, and
the space has been creatively used to
display regional history and art.

Sometimes, leaming more about

an area can go beyond the walls of
amuseum. Visitors with a knack for
treasure hunting are best to head to
Cambria Station Antigues.

The three-storey warchouse is
situated beside active train tracks, so
wou won't be sifting through the rea-
sonably-priced vintage goods for long
until the store’s hardwood Floor begins
to vibrate from the foree of a passing
train. Whether you're searching for
Jjewelry, dishes, clothing, records or
furniture, shoppers are bound to come
across a unigue oddity.

Attached via a massive archway made
of boaks, Old New River Books features
used reads priced around U5$3-4. By

AL AN TR PEISS

Children play at Chwistiansburg’s Huckleberry Park,

M PR FEL S

Sinkland Farms” annual Pumpkin Festival features more than just purmpkins,

visiting this local gem, you'll be sure to
get a good story out of it.

Speaking of affordable, if you're
looking for a delicious meal that won't
break the bank in Christianshurg,
head over to Gardner’s Grill. Head
chel Matthew Tolbert trained at the
Culinary Institute of the Carolinas and
now works at the Grill with his mother,
Cindy (also known as Mama C).

“In order 1o be a betier place for
Christiansburg, we needed to lower
our prices,” said Cindy.

With Matthew’s culinary expertise,
he revised the restaurant’s menu which
serves up grab-and-go favourites like
Mama's Grilled Cheese, smash burgers

and hot dogs. Matthew even cooks up
specials like the Kickin' Chicken and
Waffles, to offer flavours locals usual-
Iy couldn’t find around town.

“I0 T don't like it, then I don't sell it
said Matthew.
As many of these destinations are
within walking distance, renting a car
at the Roancke-Blacksburg Regional
Airport will allow visitors to pet the
most out of these two lowns.

Bircksbovg and Chvstiarsbig.

o Irip fo
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By Elaine Warner

One of the best-known tourism slogans ever -
Wirginia is for Lovers - could read Virginia is for
Everybody, Perhaps most people
think of spots like Williamsburg,
Mount Vernon and Monticelle in
eastern Virginia. These are impor-
tant places, but I'm finding sur-
prises in the far western part of
the state = cool litthe towns like
Blacksburg and Christiansburg
with beautiful mountain scenery,
swift-flowing rivers, and great
food and, yes, wine.

These two communities are tucked in a valley
between the Allegheny and Blue Ridge Mountains,
The heart of the valley is the New River. The name
is cxymoronic as geologists believe this is one of
the oldest rivers in the world, the result of the col-
lision of the African tectanic plate with the North
American plate some 300 million years ago.

Members of the press trip were staying at the
Inn at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Pardon my igno-
rance, but it's not in the Big Twelve or even the
SEC. So | wasn't prepared for the massive and
magnificent campus and | quickly understood that
Virginia Tech and its mascol, the HokieBird, were a
very big deal in the area.

Opened in 1872 as Virginia Agricultural and Me-
chanical College, the school changed names sev-
eral times, finally settling on. Virginia Palytechnic
Institute and State University, That's a mouthful,
s0 people just call it Virginia Tech. The mascot,
the HokieBird dates back to the last century when
a football fan would bring trained turkeys to the
games to entertain the crowd, The Tech teams
adopted the name The Gobblers, which morphed
somehow into the turkey-like HokieBird,

Most of the buildings on campus are con-
structed from Hokie Stone, dolomite from the uni-
versity’s own quarry, which produces
approximately 50 tons of stone per week. The
campus covers 2,600 acres with more than 213
buildings. The Inn entrance features stone column
topped with glass triangles - striking architecture
And my room and the restaurant were wonderful.

The town is delightfully diverse with great histor-
ical elements plus an exciting young vibe. In a
quick tour of the downtown area, | found a great
independent book store - not only a place to buy
books, but a gathering place with cool aclivities.
My favorite section was labeled “Nen-boring Non-
fiction.” And they have a comfy kiddy comer and a
community poetry project that changes weekly.
Blacksburg Books is definitely not boring.

Close by was Sugar Magnolia, an ice cream par-
lar and gift store with a real family feel and super-
friendly employees. The ice cream was good, too.
My blackberry pomegranate sorbet really hit the
spol.

Food Is always an interesting element to me and
our selections in Blacksburg were diverse. Contem-
porary met traditional at Preston’s in the Inn. A
definite college vibe and oul-door dining

Elaine
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The surprises offered in western Virginia

Books are blg business at Cambria Station Antique and Old New River Ms in Christianshurg.

Other breweries we visited inciuded lunch at
Eastern Divide Brewing. Hot Honey Fried Chicken
Sandwich and the Crab Cake Sandwich were
tempting, but, feeling a need to go light, | ordered
the Summer Salad with chicken. Turned out, |
could have split it with two friends! Beers here are
brewed with Virginia grains supparting local agri-
cufture. Some are fermented in oak barrels previ-
ously used for wine, bourbon or maple syrup,
adding new notes to familiar flaver profiles.

In Christiansburg, we stopped at lron Tree Brew

[All photagraphs by Elaine Warner,)

heading to the Hahn Horticulture Garden at Tech.
The six acres here include a Trident Maple allée
leading into a shade garden, 2 meadow and
stream area and a garden with plantings arranged
on the color spectrum. The Hahn Garden is the
largest botanical garden in western Virginia and is
free to the public.

In Christiansburg, Huckleberry Park was an eye-
opener. While the park includes expected areas like
playing fields, a dog park, picnic facilities and
tra;ls the thmg 1 found most amazing was the

ing, a smaller facility with a real
feel And it was pet friendly. The company was
started by three Virginia Tech friends who began
home brewing. Their brews became so popular at
tailgates and ameng other friends that in 2018,
they opened their own brewery. Situated in down-
town, it's a center for members of the community
- all ages welcome.

| have to admit - | don't like beert 5o my fa-
varite stop was Moon Hollow Brewing Company
back in Blacksburg, Woman owned, LGBTO+
friendly, their brews reflected lots of personality
with selections like Mountain Mist Hibiscus Grape-
fruit Hard Seltzer and E&F Pricidy Pear (pale sour
ale with prickly pear puree) along with more tradi-
tional Moon Hollow Hefewiesen and Lunatic {an
American-style IPA]. They won my heart with their
non-alcoholic cholces and | tharoughly enjoyed
Smoked Mint Julep, a craft soda.

Lest you think all we did was eat and drink
there were lols of other activities. We enjoyed a
peaceful walk around Pandapas Pond in the Jeffer-

nied super selections at Cabo Fish Tacos. A roman
tic Italian meal was a hit at Zeppoli's and historic

offerings, including fried chicken, baked ham, bis-
cuits and combread, rounded out the tour at the

1892 Blacksburg Tavern,

Drinks were also on the itinerary. A drive
through the beautiful countryside brought us to
the 165-acre Beliveau Farm Winery featuring Vir-
ginia wines and a million-dollar view. The farm also
has a brewery, the only glutendres brewery in the
state, and a charming bed and breakfast facility.

san b | Farest. The towering trees, trilling
birds, geese paddling on the pond past water lily
pads and the fresh air made a refreshing break
from our busy schedule.

A stop along the New River gave us history on
the area, At New River Junction we toured a fam-
iy d and pground and recre-
alional park = the ideal place for tubing in the
river.

e

A good Satlurday morning stop al the Blacksburg

Farmers Market provided a look at preduce and
crafts = and a chance to pick up breakfast before

The scenic Virginia countryside is cuddied by the Allegheny and Blue Ridge Mountains.,

g d area. The playg: incarporates ac-
twlues for all abilities mdudlng special equipment
for guests with social, emotional, cognitive, physi-
cal, hearing or visibility issues. There's also an adull
fitness zone and challenge area.

‘While in the area, we also stopped at Cambria
Station Antiques and Old New River Books - three
floors of vintage, antique and hand-made items
2nd books - lots of books. So many books, there's
a wall of them with an arched door - of books,

‘We did all these things - and more - in two-
and-a-half days. | always say “Travel writers get one
lick off the lollipop but we get lots of lollipops.”
Sweet stops are more than available to travelers
who take the time to explore the New River Valley
in Virginia.

Eastern Divide Brewing headlines their beer op-
tions, but their food offerings shine, too.

Sweet treats are served with a big smiles at Sugar
Magnolia in Blacksburg.
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Virginia Tech
and the great

outdoors

DONALD DUENCH

I don’t normally do this, but please
turn away from this story, find a
recording of Metallica’s Enter
Sandman, and listen to it. Loud.
Finished? Thank you.

Now you’re in the mood to take a
trip in your mind to Blacksburg, a
small community in southwestern
Virginia that is intertwined with a big
U.S. college, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, com-
monly known as Virginia Tech.

Enter Sandman is played as Vir-
ginia Tech’s football team enters the
playing field during home games.

The home fans jump as the music
plays — sometimes enough to trig-
ger a reading on a seismograph.

That football team? The team, and
the other athletes representing
Vir- ginia Tech, are known as the
Hokfiest are Hokies?

According to VT’s athletics web-
site, “Hokie” was a made-up word by
a 19th-century student to win a
cheer contest.

What’s in Blacksburg, Virginia
Tech, and the surrounding area to
experience if you go there in
PsisgriRat made-up word, letter

by letter, here’s what I learned during
arecent visit:

HISFOR...

Hahn Horticulture Garden is a 6-
acre teaching and display garden P
adjacent to VT’s baseball park.
“Hahn” is Marshall Hahn, a for-
mer president of VT.
Throughout the year, the pleasant
outdoor areas are enjoyed by stu-

%

New River Junction is a
campground and park

about 20 km west of

Blacksburg,.

Hokie Stone is the dis-
tinctive limestone used in
the exterior of many
buildings on the VT

dents, visitors and dog-walkers. ~ campus. All-day tubing
Volunteers who tend to the plants  Hokie Stone is down the wide
are “paid” by the produce that mined froma and calm New
grows in their vegetable garden. universi- River, with abun-
A highlight of Hahn Horticulture ty-owned

Garden is the Trident Maple Allee, quarry.
a walkway underneath the
branches of tall maple trees, which OISFOR...
provide a canopy above. Outdoor areas
A serenity pond is popular for near Blacksburg,
marriage proposals — and when thehich provide an
big day arrives, there are both indopportunity for recrea-
and outdoor areas suitable for a ction and relaxation,
emony. include New River Junc-
H is also for HokieBird and Hokie tion and Pandapas Pond.
Since Blacksburg is a
small urban area, its sur-
roundings are mainly
untouched by city life,
leaving plenty of

NRJ.

Water level condi-
tions are sent out on
social media early each

day, so visitors know what
to expect.

If visitors want to have a
barbecue after tubing, NRJ
HokieBird is VT’s sports mascot. provides complimentary char-
HokieBirds are fierce turkey-like
creatures in maroon and orange, the
school colours.

One of the many statues of
a HokieBird, a Virginia

Statues of HokieBirds can be found satural s Tech mascot, which
around Blacksburg and the VT roundings to ¥ can be found in
campus. enjoy. &= Blacksburg.
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The Torgersen Bridge on the campus

coal and lighter fluid.
Pandapas Pond is about 10 km
north of Blacksburg, inside the
George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests.

The pond itself is surrounded by a
1.6-km trail, which provides a relax-
ing area to walk or run, especially

dant greenery on early in the day.
both sides of the
river, brings famidovely spot for a picnic as well.

lies and groups toHikers can use the parking lot to

The area around the pond is a

access the 27-km Poverty Creek
trail system, which goes through the
Blue Ridge mountains.

O is also for the oval outdoor area
on the VT campus known as the
Drillfield.

Originally used for military drills,

the 22-acre lawn is used for many
campus activities.

KISFOR...

Kids’ paradise: Huckleberry Park,

in nearby Christiansburg, Va., is a
playground so impressive that par-
ents from neighbouring states bring

of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, v |

Blacksburg

their children to enjoy it.

The park opened in 2023.

It’s inclusive, with many of the
playground activities wheelchair-ac-
cessible.

“It’s been a great asset to our com-
munity so far,” said Brad Epperley,
the town’s director of parks and rec-
reation.

For teens and adults, there is a
“Challenge Course” and an adult fit-
ness zone.

A 40-yard dash area, with auto-
matic timer, allows prospective
foot- ball players to test their
3peee’s also a splash pad, and a dog
park — with separate areas for small
and large dogs.

Another area of Huckleberry Park
has four full-sized rectangular fields
for football, soccer and lacrosse
tournaments.

IISFOR...

Ice cream. Yes, you can get ice
cream almost anywhere, but enjoy-
ing a cool treat on a warm day at



Stone.
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Sugar Magnolia in downtown
Blacksburg is a special delight.

I sampled a milkshake made from
Michigan Pot Hole ice cream (think
chocolate ice cream, chocolate
chunks and chocolate fudge) while
learning about Sugar Magnolia from
Tom Raub, who along with his wife
own the business.

Over the years, they realized that
there was a demand in Blacksburg
for not only an ice-cream parlour
with an area to sit and chat but also
high-end chocolates, a souvenir
shop (for non-VT items), and sta-
tionery.

The ice cream comes from a
wholesaler that doesn’t sell to

stores .
— FRe stasidhuergscartysold at Sugar
Magnolia are blank.
Raub wants you to put your heart
into the message you send, instead
of having someone else write it for
you.

“Everything we do is built around

#
[}

nurturing human connections,” he
said.
Iis also for the innovation on dis-
play in and around the VT campus.
One example is the Torgersen
Bridge, which connects the New-
man Library and Torgersen Hall
buildings.
It could have been just a walkway
between the buildings, but instead
the interior of this wide bridge is a
vast quiet study area, bathed in
maroon and orange, that wouldn’t
look out of place at the fictional
Hogwarts.
“Torgersen” is Paul Ernest Torg-
ersen, another former VT president.

EISFOR...

Entertainment at the Moss Arts
Center and Lyric Theatre.

The Moss Arts Center s a VT build-
ing that opened in 2013.

It houses a performance hall, art
galleries and other studios.

The performance hallis a 1,274-

The interior of the
Torgersen Bridge serves
as a large study hall.

seat theatre, big enough and mod-
ern enough to welcome touring art-
ists, as well as Broadway-style
shows.
Dear Evan Hansen and The Book of
Mormon are the Broadway in
Blacksburg presentations as part of
the 2024-25 season, which runs
from Sept. 13 to May 10.

Acoustics were top of mind during
the design of the hall.
There are adjustable speakers and
curtains, curvilinear walls, and seats
designed to mimic a human body so
that sound checks in the empty hall
before a show are as close as possi-
ble to matching the effect of a full
house.
“We hear from artists all the time
how much they love the sound
here,” said Susan Bland, associate
director of communication for the
centre.

The Lyric Theatre opened down-
town in 1930 and was the first
air-conditioned building in Blacks-

TRAVEL 19

The interior of the Lyric Theatre, which opened in 1930. Below, a 40-yard
dash area at Huckleberry Park in Christiansburg, Va.

burg, as well as the third building in
Virginia built specifically for “the talk- eight pylons salute Brotherhood,

ies.”

After some hard times, the 477-
seat theatre was renovated to
its 1930s look, and reopened in
1999, run by a local non-profit
organiza- tion.

The Lyric Theatre presents first-
run movies, and also hosts theatre
classes for youngsters and live
music.

As a non-profit, admission tickets
and popcorn are less expensive than
at regular movie theatres.
SISFOR...

Solemn settings on the VT campus
where the dreadful activities of the
past aren’t forgotten, including the
April 16 Memorial, War Memorial
Chapel and the Solitude building.

The April 16 Memorial, at the north-Va.,

Above it is Memorial Court, where

Honor, Leadership and Sacrifice (on
the left side) and Service, Loyalty,
Duty and “Ut Prosim” (“That I may
serve,” which is VT’s motto).

The names of alumni who died in
military service are carved on the
pylons.

Solitude is the oldest building on

the VT campus, dating to before the
U.S. Civil War, and the enslaved peo-
ple who served the family of Solitude’s
owner lived in a nearby structure.
An artwork of wood figurines and
benches, “Think on these things,”
invites visitors “to contemplate Vir-
ginia Tech’s layered histories.”

GETTING THERE

Using commercial airlines, the
nearest airport is in Roanoke,
a 40-minute drive from

west part of the Drillfield, serves as a Btawhgfnorg. Toronto to Blacksburg

means to remember the 32 people
killed on campus by an undergradu-
ate student on April 16, 2007.
There are 32 engraved small Hokie
Stones, one for each person who
died, in a semicircle.

War Memorial Chapel is a 260-seat
place of worship and contemplation
at the northeast end of the Drillfield.

would take a minimum of 10 hours,
passing through Buffalo, Erie, Pa.,
Pittsburgh and Morgantown, W. Va.

MORE ONLINE

For options on accommodations,
food and beverages in the Blacks-
burg area, check out the rest of this
story at torontosun.com.
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Enter Blacksburg, Va., and
Virginia Tech

After listening to Metallica’s Enter Sandman, you will be in the
mood to take a trip in your mind to Blacksburg, a small
community in southwestern Virginia which is intertwined with a
big U.S. college, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, commonly known as Virginia Tech.

Donald Duench - Toronto Sun®

Published Aug 09, 2024 - Last updated Aug 10, 2024 - 10 minute read

[ Join the conversation .

The Torgersen Bridge on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va. PHOTO BY DOMALD
DUENCH /Toronto Sun

[ don’t normally do this, but please turn away from this story, find a
recording of Metallica's Enter Sandman, and listen to it. Loud.

Now you're in the mood to take a trip in your mind to Blacksburg, a
small community in southwestern Virginia which is intertwined with a

big U.5. college, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University,
commeoenly known as Virginia Tech.

Enter 5andman is played as Virginia Tech’s football team enters the
playing field during home games. The home fans jump as the music
plays — sometimes enough to trigger a reading on a seismograph.

That Virginia Tech football team? That team, and the other athletes
representing Virginia Tech, are known as the Hokies.

What are Hokies? According to VI's athletics website, “Hokie” was a
made-up word by a 19th-century student to win a cheer contest.

What's in Blacksburg, Virginia Tech, and the surrounding area to
experience if you go there in person?



Using that made-up word, letter by letter, here’'s what I learned during
arecent visit:

Part of the Trident Maple Allee inside the Hahn Haorticulture Garden at Vinginia Tech in Blacksburg,
Wa. PHOTO BY DOMNALD DUENCH /Torants Sun

HISFOR ...

Hahn Horticulture Garden is a six-acre teaching and display garden
adjacent to VT's baseball park. “Hahn” is Marshall Hahn, a former
president of VT.

Throughout the year, the pleasant outdoor areas are enjoyed by
students, visitors, and dog-walkers. Volunteers who tend to the plants
are “paid” by the produce which grows in their vegetable garden.

A highlight of Hahn Horticulture Garden is the Trident Maple Allee, a
walkway underneath the branches of tall maple trees, which provide a
canopy above.

A serenity pond is popular for marriage proposals — and when the big
day arrives, there are both indoor and outdoor areas suitable for a
Ceremaony.

One of the many statwes of a HokieBird, a Virginia Tech mascot, which can be found in
Blacksburg. Va. PHOTO BY DONALD DUENCH /Toronte Sun

H iz also for HekieBird and Hokie Stone.

HokieBird is VT's sports mascot. HokieBirds are fierce turkey-like
creatures in maroon and orange, the school colours. Statues of
HokieBirds can be found around Blacksburg and the VT campus.

Hokie Stone is the distinctive limestone used in the exterior of many
buildings on the VT campus. Hokie Stone is mined from a university-
owned quarry.

The Mew River. surrcunded by gr
River Junction campground. PH

OISFOR ..

Outdoor areas near Blacksburg, which provide an opportunity for
recreation and relaxation, including New River Junction and Pandapas
Fond.

Since Blacksburg 15 a small urban area, its surroundings are mainly
untouched by city life, leaving plenty of natural surroundings to enjoy.

New River Jupnction 15 a campground and park about 20 kilometres west
of Blacksburg

All-day tubing down the wide and calm New River, with abundant
greenery on both sides of the river, brings families and groups to NR].
Water level conditions are sent out on social media early each day, so
visitors know what to expect.

If visitors want to have a barbecue after tubing, NR] provides
complimentary charcoal and lighter fluid

NR] was opened in 1982 by Bernadette Mundy and her husband (who
died in 2010). Their sons now run the business. “My kids grew up right
here,” Mundy said. “We have people who have been camping with us

Pandapas Pond, near Blackaburg, Va., is surrounded by & 1.6-km wail. PHOTO BY DONALD
DUENCH /Terante Sun

Pandapas Pond is about 10 kilometres north of Blacksburg, inside the
George Washington & Jefferson National Forests. The pond itself is
surrounded by a 1.6-kilometre trail, which provides a relaxing area to
walk or run, especially early in the day. The area around the pond is a
lovely spot for a picnic as well.



Hikers can use the parking lot to access the 27-kilometre Poverty
Creek trail system, which goes through the Blue Ridge mountains

Blacksburg businessman James Pandapas wanted a recreational area
for his employees, 50 in 1048 he purchased the land, and eventually
had the pond dug and the walking path created. in 1987, he sold the
land ro the U_5. Forest Service for the same amount of money he
originally paid to buy the properry.

Like MR], Pandapas Pond sits on the Eastern Continental Divide —
warter to the east drains to the Atlantic Ocean, water to the west drains
to the Gulf of Mexico.

O iz also for the oval ourdoor area on the VT campus known as the
Drillfield. Originally used for military drills, the 22-acre lawn is used
for many campus activities.

A playground s1 Huckleberry Pack in Cheistisnsburg. Va. PHOTO BY DONALD DUENCH /Tarerte

ur

KIS FOR ..

Kids® paradise: Huckleberry Park, in nearby Christiansburg, 15 a
playground so impressive that parents from neighbouring states bring
their children ro enjoy it.

The park opened in 2023. It is inclusive, with many of the playground
activities wheelchair-accessible

“1t"s been a great asser o our communiry so far,” said Brad Epperley,
the town's director of parks and recreation.

i

i

A dQ-yard dash area a1 Huckleberry Park in Christianaburg, Va. PHOTO BY DONALD DUENCH

Tarente Sun

For teenagers and adults, there is a “Challenge Course™ and an adult
fitness zone. A 40-yard dash area, with auromaric rimer, allews
prospective football playvers to test their speed.

There's also a splash pad, and a dog park — wich separate areas for
small and large dogs

Another area of Huckleberry Park has four full-sized recrangular fields
for foatball, soccer and lacrosse tournaments,

A milkshake i served at Sugar Magnolia in Blackeburg Va, PHOTO BY DONALD BUENEH
Tarente Sun

IISFOR ...

Ice cream. Yes, you can get ice cream almost anywhere, but enjoying a
cool treat on a warm day at Sugar Magnolia in downtown Blacksburg is
aspecial delight

I sampled a milkshake made from Michigan Pot Hole ice cream {think
chocolate ice cream, chocolate chunks, and chocolate fudge) while
learning about Sugar Magnolia from Tom Raub, who along with his
wife own the business. Over the years, they realized that there waz a
demand in Blacksburg for not only an ice cream parlour with an area to
sit and chat, bur also high-end chocolates, a souvenir shop (for non-
VT items), and stationery.

The ice cream comes from awholezaler which does not sell to stores —
and yes, it was tasty!

The stationery cards sold ar Sugar Magnolia are blank. Raub wants you
o put your heart Into the message you send, instead of having
someone else write it for you. "Everything we do is built around
nurturing human connections,” he said
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The interior of the Targersen Bridge on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg. Va. serves as a
large study hall. PHOTO BY DOMALD DUEMCH /Toronte Sun

115 also for the innovation on display in and around the VT campus.

One example is the Torgersen Bridge, which connects the Newman
Library and Torgersen Hall buildings. 1t could have been just a walkway
between the buildings, but instead the interior of this wide bridge iz a
vast quiet study area, bathed in maroon and orange, that would not
look out of place at the fictional Hogwarts.

“Torgersen" is Paul Ernest Torgersen, another former VT president.



EISFOR..

Entertainment at the Moss Arts Center and Lyric Theatre

The Moss Arts Centey is a VT building which opened in 2013. It houses a
performance hall, art galleries, and other studios.

The performance hall is a1,274~-seat theatre, big enough and modern
enough to welcome touring artists as well as Broadway-style shows.
Dear Evan Hansen and The Book of Mormon are the Broadway in
Blacksburg presentations as part of the 2024-25 season, which runs
from Sept. 13, 2024 to May 10, 2025

Acoustics were top of mind during the design of the hall. There are
adjustable speakers and curtains, curvilinear walls, and seats designed
to mimic a human body so that sound checks in the empty hall before a
show are as close as possible to matching the effect of a full house.

“We hear from artists all the time how much they love the sound
here,” said Susan Bland, the associate director of communication for
the centre.

yric Theatre in Blacksburg. Va., which opened in 1930, PHOTO BY DONALD
n

The Lyric Theatre opened in 1930 in downtown Blacksburg. 1t was the
first air-conditioned buillding in Blacksburg, as well as the third
building in Virginia built specifically for “the talkies.”

The Lyric Theatre presents first=run movies, and also hosts theatre
classes for youngsters and live music

As a non-profit, admission ticketrs and popcorn are less expensive
than at regular movie theatres

Tech in Blacksburg. Va. serves as a meanz 1
ampus by an undergraduate sedent on A 16

remember the 32 p d
nes, one for vach peraon who died, in a semicircle

2007, There are
PHOTO BY DONALD DUE

SISFOR ..

Solemn settings on the VT campus where the dreadful activities of the
past are not forgetren, including the April 16 Memerial, War Memorial
Chapel, and the Solitude building.

The April 16 Memorial, at the northwest part of the Drillfield, serves as
a means to remember the 32 people who were killed on campus by an

undergraduate student on April 16, 2007. There are 32 engraved small
Hokie Stones, one for each person who died, in a semicircle.

Four of 1
alumni who die

fToranto Sun

Memorial Court at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg Va. The names of
rved on the pylons. PHOTO BY DONALD DUENCH

War Memorial Chapel is a 260-seat place of worship and
contemplation at the northeast end of the Drillfield. Above itis
Memeorial Court, where eight pylons salute Brotherhood, Honor,
Leadership and Sacrifice (on the lefr side) and Service, Loyalry, Dury,
and “Ut Prosim” (“That [ may serve,” which is VT's motta). The names
of alumni who died in military service are carved on the pylens.

Solitude is the oldest building on the VT campus, dating to before the
U.5. Civil War. The enslaved people who served the family of Solitude’s
owner lived in a nearby structure.

Nearby is an artwork of wood figurines and benches, “Think on these
things,"” where visitors are invited " to contemplate Virginia Tech's
layered histories.”

GETTING THERE

Using commercial airlines, the nearest airport is in Roanoke, Va., a 40-
minute drive from Blacksburg. Driving from Teronto to Blacksburg
would take a minimum of 10 hours, passing through Buffalo, Erie, Pa,,
Pittsburgh, and Morgantown, W. Va

STAYING THERE

The Inn at Virginia Tech is the only hotel on the VT campus. Connected
to the hotel are the Shelton Conference Center and the Holtzman
Alumni Center

TIP: Look for Virginia's Bicentennial Tapestry in the Shelton
Conference Centar area

The hotel’s restaurant, Preston’s, offers a breakfast buffet (including
smoothies in shot glasses), lunch, dinner (try the Fig Balsamie Skirt
Steak), and Sunday brunch.



An option outside of Blacksburg, with a Canadian connection, is the{
bed and breakfast at Beliveau Farm Winery. Yvan Beliveau, originally
from Quebec, is a former VT faculty member (College of Architecture),
and his wife Joyce is aVT alumna

Their B&E building is known as the Manor House, with five bedrooms
available to book and a common area with a pool table (the feltisa
maroon colour) and plenty of other VT touches.

Visitors to Beliveau Farm Winery can enjoy beverages in the winery's
tasting room or the brewery, where gluten-free beer is produced.

Belmveau Farm Winery 15 also a wedding venue, with indoor and
outdoor facilities.

The Blacksburg Tavern iz situated inside the oldest house on Main St in downtawn Blacksburg,
Va. PHOTO BY DONALD DUENCH /Toronto Sun

FOOD AND DRINK

The Blacksburg Tavern is a restaurant, bar, and “historical
preservation project” inside the oldest house on Main St. in downtown
Blacksburg (circa 1892). The menu is similar to what would have been
available a century ago, such as fried chicken, brisket, and cornbread.
Meals can be ordered a la carte, or “family style.” Murals on the walls
were painted by the current owner's great-aunt.

Zeppoli’s is an Italian restaurant very close to The Inn at Virginia Tech,
with a subdued atmosphere, great food, and lots of it. My lasagna
[featuring homemade pasta) and Greek salad were a greatway to end a
busy day.

Alunch option is Cabo Fish Tace, a Mexican-California restaurant at
which I was encouraged to order the “Banging Baja tacos™ —
containing beer-battered shrimp. ['was not disappeinted. It was very
good!

The craft beer scene in the Blacksburg areais ... hopping! I got to
experience three different craft beer locations, all of which opened in
the past sixyears.

Eastern Divide Brewery 15 a place to get away from the world and enjoy
good food and an adult beverage with friends and family. No TVs, no
cellphene service, but plenty of tables in a large room filled with
houseplants.

“Irthink it contributes to the social atmosphere, ™ head brewer
Brandon Roberson said.

Roberson uses all Virginia grains to produce his beers, which are
canned in-heouse, one at a time.

Moon Hollow Brewing Company is located in the former kindergarten
of a scheol building which has been repurposed. Owner and head
brewer Hannah Lester is a member of the Pink Boots Soclety, whose
mission 1s to support women and non-binary individuals in the
fermentation and alcoholic beverage business. At the time of my visit,
all of her employees were female.

A special feature at Moon Hollow is the “Beer Buddiss” blackboard:
Patrons who want to “pint it forward” can leave money with the staff
to cover expenses for someone else, whose name goes on the board.

Anyone who wants to stay away from alcohol — such as the guest of
honour at a baby shower there during my visit — can enjoy a non-
alcoholic slushie or a Nitro Cold Brew coffee.

Iren Tree Brewing Company is lecated in a former furniture store in
downtown Christiansburg. Co-founder Seth Locklear is a former
student of Yvan Beliveau at VT. Locklear and two friends experimented
with home brewing, and eventually started Iron Tree. In addition to
beer, Locklear alse produces his own hard seltzer.

Their tasting reom is far enough away from Blacksburg that it's more
of a dog-friendly community bar than a VT student hangout.

FINAL FUN FACT

COne Hokies alumnus well known to Toronte sports fans is Dell Curry.
Curry was a standout basketball player for Virginia Tech, and entered
the university’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1996. He had along career in

the NBA, the final three seasons of which were with the Raptors.

While playing in Toronto, one of his sons received part of his
basketball training at a local school.

You may have heard of Dell’s son: Stephen Curry.
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The Delight of Visiting a
Used Bookstore

David and Kay Scott | America's Historic Road Trip  Now 30, 2024

Ken Vaughan, ea-nwner af Old Mew Qher Books wits b wife Heather, stanes in ‘rant of 2 cage holding 2 fow 31 theie rare baaks

David amc Ray Scctt

During an October journey to the New River Valley, a scenic four-county region of southwest
Virginia, we stopped at Old New River Books in Christiansburg. Visiting libraries and bookstores has
long been an enjoyable part of our travels. It is always fun to browse the aisles of a bookstore
brimming with valumes of stories, illustrations, history and ideas. While all bookstores offer
enjoyment, used bookstores add the mystery of never knowing what you might discover. A used
bookstore is the rare commercial enterprise where a few dollars can buy many hours of pleasure. We
especially enjoy small town bookstores where strangers are generally welcomed by a knowledgeable
and friendly owner who enjoys discussing bocks and telling out-of-towners about the community.

0Old New River Books is one of these special places.



Christiansburg enjoys an interesting history. With a population of 23,000, it is located 8 miles south
of Blacksburg, a town twice its size and home of Virginia Tech University. In addition to driving on
public roads, a paved trail allows residents to hike or bike between the two towns. Christiansburg was
named for Colonel William Christian, an early settler and brother-in-law to Patrick Henry.
Established in 1792, the town once served as home to Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone and, later,
Booker T Washington. Christiansburg still has an operating drive-in theater, one of six remaining in
the state. It is host to a fall pumpkin festival and can boast having one of the most impressive public
parks we have visited in a town of its size. Interestingly, the town’s Main Street follows the Eastern
Continental Divide with rainfall on one side flowing to the Gulf of Mexico and the other side flowing
to the Atlantic Ocean.

The Old New River Bookstore consumes the rear portion of the first floor of an early 1900s
warehouse, The three-story building is primarily devoted to antiques with the bookstore occupying
space that was formerly an apartment for the previous owner. The building sits across the street from
the town’s historic 1868 railway depot that served as a passenger and, later, freight depot until 1960.
An earlier depot was burned by Union forces during the Civil War. For train buffs, the station alone is
reason enough to visit Christiansburg, a town with a lot of early American history.

Walking into Old New River Books through a unigue portal constructed of nearly 3,000 books, we
mel Ken Vaughan who, along with wife Heather, are the store's owners. The couple love the New
River area and chose to remain following graduation from local universities, Radford and Virginia
Tech, respectively. Offering a greeting, Ken reached into the book-lined portal and opened a fake
book filled with candy. Becoming burned out from years working in the software industry, he and
Heather spent six years building an online book business prior te branching into retail by renting a
booth in the Christiansburg antique store. Their retail business had grown to three booths when the
store owner mentioned her intention to retire and offered the business to the Vaughans wha, along
with a business partner, took the plunge and bought the building.

Ken estimates the store tvpically has about 4,000 volumes on its shelves, with another 10,000 books
in the couple’s home that are available online (pldnewriverbooks.com). Most of their inventory is
acquired from estates and book-rich families who have decided to downsize or move from the area.
Major estate purchases Lypically ofler the owners a yield ol about 20% keepers for resale with the
remainder being donated to nonprofits. Both the sales and acquisition sides of their business
benefits from being near a large university like Virginia Tech.

Although you might expect this of a bookstore owner, it was obvious during our conversation that
Ken is in love with books. He commented that one of his greatest pleasures of being in the business
is experiencing the enormous variety of what authors have written. When asked about the problems
of operating a bookstore, he mentioned not having sufficient funds to buy all the books he wanted.
He realizes not everyone has the same interests as himself. In the Vaughan’s case, they make a point
to stock a wide variety of books so any customer entering the store will find something he or she
would enjoy reading.

Following an enjoyable visit, we departed Old New River Books with a used copy of “The Shortwave
Mystery,” a Hardy Boys adventure story in a series written for young boys who dreamed of a life as
exciting as that experienced by teenage sleuths Frank and Joe Hardy. After reading the book once
again, I realized that after 70 years, Frank and Joe were still smarter than me.

David and Kay Scott are authors of “Exploring the Oregon Trail” America’s Historic Road Trip”
(Globe Pequot). The authors Iive in Valdosta, Georgia. Visit them at blog.valdosta.edu/discott.
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The .
Dclight
of Visiling
a Used Bookstore

words & photography by David & Kay Scott

uring an October
journey to the New
River Valley, a scenic
four-county region of
southwest Virginia, we
stopped at Old New
River Books in Christiansburg, Visiting
libraries and bookstores has long been
an enjoyable part of our travels. It is al-
ways fun to browse the aisles of a book-
store brimming with volumes of stories,
illustrations, history and ideas. While all
bookstores offer enjoyment, used book-
stores add the mystery of never knowing
what you might discover. A used book-
store is the rare commercial enterprise
where a few dollars can buy many hours
of pleasure. We especially enjoy small
town bookstores where strangers are
zenerally welcomed by a knowledgeable
and friendly owner who enjoys discuss-
ing books and telling cut-of-towners
about the community. Old New River
Books is one of these special places.

Ken Yaughan, co-owner of Old
New River Books with his wife
Heather, stands in front of a case
holding a few of their rare books.
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impressive public parks we have visited in a town
of its size. Interestingly, the town’s Main Street fol-
lows the Eastern Continental Divide with rainfall
on one side flowing to the Gulf of Mexico and the
other side flowing to the Atlantic Ocean.

The Old New River Bookstore consumes the
rear portion of the first floor of an early 1900s
warehouse. The three-story building is primarily
devoted to antiques with the bookstore occupying
space that was formerly an apartment for the previ-
ous owner. The building sits across the strest from
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Cambria Station Antiques isin a 3-story
building that once served as a storage
facility for goods that arrived by train.

the town’s historic 1868 railway depot that served
as a passenger and, later, freight depot until 1960.
An earlier depot was burned by Union forces during
the Civil War. For train buffs, the station alone is
reason enough to visit Christiansburg, a town with
a lot of early American history.

Walking into Old New River Books through
a unique portal constructed of nearly 3,000
books, we met Ken Vaughan who, along with wife
Heather, are the store’s owners. The couple love
the New River area and chose to remain following
graduation from local universities, Radford and
Virginia Tech, respectively. Offering a greeting, Ken
reached into the book-lined portal and opened a
fake book filled with candy. Becoming burned out
from years working in the software industry, he and
Heather spent six years building an online book
business prior to branching into retail by renting
a booth in the Christiansburg antique store. Their
retail business had grown to three booths when
the store owner mentioned her intention to retice
and offered the business to the Vaughans who,
along with a business parmer, took the plange and
bought the building.




The 1868 train station across the
road from Old New River Books
served as a passanger, and later,
freight depot until 1560,

The new 50-acre Christiansburg Huckleberry Park has an
all-inclusive playground, an ADA accessible adult fitness
zone, a large dog park and multi-purpose playing fields.
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Ken estimates the store typ-
ically has about 4,000 volumes
on its shelves, with another
10,000 books in the couple’s
home that are available online
{oldnewriverbooks.com). Most
of their inventory is acquired
from estates and book-rich
families who have decided to

downsize or move from the area.
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Major estate purchases typically
offer the owners a vield of about
20% keepers for resale with
the remainder being donated to
nonprofits. Both the sales and
acquisition sides of their business
benefits from being near a large
university like Virginia Tech.
Although you might expect
this of a bookstore owner, it was

LEFT: Sinkland Farms outside
Christiansburg holds an annual
pumpkin festival on six weekends each
fall. The festival includes multiple
activities including a com field maze.

LEFT BELOW: One of 26 booths used
hy antique sellers to display their
goods in Cambria Station Antiques.

obvious during our conversation
that Ken is in love with books.
He commented that one of his
greatest pleasures of being in
the business is experiencing the
enormous variety of what au-
thors have written. When asked
about the problems of operating
a bookstore, he mentioned not
having sufficient funds to buy all
the books he wanted. He realizes
not everyone has the same inter-
ests as himself. In the Vaughan's
case, they make a point to stock
a wide variety of books so any
customer entering the store will
find something he or she would
enjoy reading.

Following an enjoyable
visit, we departed Old New
River Books with a used copy
of “The Shortwave Mystery,” a
Hardy Boys adventre story in
a series written for young boys
who dreamed of a life as exciting
as that experienced by teenage
sleuths Frank and Joe Hardy.
Afrer reading the book onee
again, [ realized that after 70
years, Frank and Joe were still
smarter than me.

David and Kay Scott are authors
of “Exploring the Oregon Trail”
America’s Historic Road Trip”

{Globe Pequot). The authors live
in Valdosta, Georgia. Visit them
at blog.valdosta.edwu/dlscott. T8
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Exploring interesting airports: BCB,
Blacksburg, Virginia

BY FRANCIS ZERA

An aerial view of Virginia Tech/Montgomery Executive Airport in Blacksburg, VA. Photo
courtesy of BCB Airport

We usually cover specific events at airports, often relating to aireraft or airline
events, but sometimes about milestones at the airport itself.

We're going to try scmething new = profiling airports vou may not know about,
ones that have an interesting histary or attribute.

First up will be Virginia Tech/Montgomery Executive Airport in Blacksburg,
Virginia (BCB).

Why choose an airport that most avgeeks haven't heard of, that's well off the
beaten path, and that doesn‘t even have commercial service? Because of all
those things. We love ta learn, and places like these are often filled with
fascinating tidbits of info and history.

Last month we had the opportunity to visit and tour BCB with the airport's
Executive Director, Keith Holt.



The heavy use from training aircraft was ruining the grass runway, so in 1941a
2,850-foot paved runway was installed, designated 08-26. Over time, it became
apparent that the runway was not optimally aligned with prevailing winds, so in
1966 what was then the 4,200-foot runway 12-30 was constructed; runway
lighting was installed the following year. The original runway (08-26) was closed
in 1985 and converted to aircraft parking.

A row of parked bizjets and private aircralt parked at the airport for a Virginia Tech fooibadl game

Since then, the airport has expanded even further, lengthening the runway,
adding a localizer, DME, and GPS instrument approach and landing equipment,
an automated AWOS weather system, and updated lighting.

Virginia Tech operates a turbomachinery and propulsion lab at the airport



Looking down the 5,501-foot runway 13 at BCB airport

The airport currently boasts a jet-capable 5,501-foot runway, but that wasn't
always the case.

Virginia Tech has been around since 1872. The airport was founded in 1929 on
land that was owned by the university, located about 1.5 miles from campus.
Before that, aviators made use of either a nearby farmer’s field and an athletic

field on campus {those cld biplanes didn't need a very long runway).

The airport officially opened in 1931. As World War |l approached, the airport
was designated a Civilian Pilot Training Program facility and an aircraft mechanic
training facility, all to help the war effort.

CAA-VANS File

Blacksburg Airport. Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 7/26/39 Blacksburg Airport, Virginia Tech. Blacksburg, VA 7/26 30

Aerial photos of the airport from 1939. Photos courtesy of the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society



We asked the airport’s Executive Director Keith Holt to describe what makes the
airport unique and useful for the region: “BCB is an in-town destination. We are
incorporated inside town limits and our property line directly borders the campus
of Virginia Tech. Our location is central and convenient not just for visitors to the
University, but also businesses and corporations doing business in Blacksburg,
Christiansburg and the greater Montgomery County.”

AR Intarasting and fOrATD-Manking AmEnty &1 the BIrpon is & changss tor BETA Technologhes
olecing aircralt, which Holt says have visitied the arport

Holt said the airport has 42 aircraft based on site and 21,900 operations a year.
“The most common aircraft are corporate jets, charters and light general
aviation,” he said. "As an airport so close to a major university - sporting events
and college graduations become a large event for the airport. For a recent
football game, we had 59 arrivals just for the game,” he said.

FRANCIS ZERA

EDITOR-AT-LARGE / DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY - SEATTLE, WA Francis Zera s a
Seattie-based architectural, aerial, aviation, and commercial pholographer, a frealance
photojournalist, and a confirmed AvGeek.




Fun & Stories in Montgomery County,
Virginia

Between the Blue Ridge and Allegany Mountains is Montgomery County, in
Virginia. It's a pastoral region that celebrates its agricultural roots and the
long history of Virginia Tech University. Two of its most unique towns,
Blacksburg and Christiansburg, have many stories to tell and many things
for visitors to experience. A late-fall visit left me with so much to share
with Real Food Traveler readers, from time spent on the peaceful land to
the energetic vibe that comes with a “college town,” to some great
backstories of area businesses. Here are my Editor's Picks for where to
eat, stay and play in Montgomery County, Virginia.




Discovering Fun & Stories in Montgomery County,
Virginia

Where to Eat and Drink in Montgomery County

Bull & Bones Brew Haus & Grill is the oldest brewery in southwest Virginia and
serves wood-fired BBQ including ribs, seafood, steak and chicken. Specialties
include the "Smoke Alarm Burger” with jalapenos, pepper jack cheese and spicy
ranch. “Game Day Mac & Cheese” has pulled pork and melted cheddar jack.
Their ten-barrel brewhaus generates six craft beers they are very proud of. The
owner, Jon, was a medical device rep selling pacemakers and defibrillators even
through the first three years of his business. There are college bars a-plenty but
no breweries nearby. Jon saw microbreweries and pubs in other states and knew
it was only a matter of time before the trend reached Virginia. He saw the market
need and went for it.

A BBQ platter from Bull and Bones Brew Haus & Grill shows off some of the best of the best.

Beliveau Farm Winery is owned and operated by a husband-and-wife team
(Joyce and Yvan) with other members of their family. She's more the self-
described “desk person” and he's the winemaker. Some 25 years ago, the
couple started contemplating what to do after retirement. Formerly a professor
at Virginia Tech, Yvan had always wanted to make wine, seeing it as “art versus
science,” because it's the art of manipulating yeast and other elements that
create the wine. The winery officizlly opened in 2012 and, seven years later, they
added a brewery that produces the state's only gluten-free beers. They pride
themselves on only using Virginia grapes to make their wine.



Up the hill, next to one of the expansas of vines, is the Sugar Shack where they
do food and wine pairings and multi-course dinners. Cozy inside, there's a huge
patio outside, affording sprawling views of rolling hills. Just stunning.

Beliveau Farm Winery offers wine and food tastings, lodging, an events venue and beautiful
scenery.

Blacksburg Wine Lab specializes in cheese and charcuterie plates, fresh-
baked, local breads, crackers and pastries from around the world. They are
known for their tinned fish and the house-made pimento cheese and spicy Tasso
ham grilled cheese. Owners John Boyer and Katie Pritchard incorporate
education in wine tasting that draws on John's years teaching a wine geography
class at Virginia Tech. Reflecting on the cultures from which the grapes are
grown and harvested before becoming wine, there's much to learn and pass on
to eager diners.

Hungry for more? Read about the Blacksburg Wine Lab experience.

Iron Tree Brewing in Christiansburg was started by three friends who met at
Virginia Tech and were all homebrewers. After a decade of lots of home brewing
practice and growing their brand, they opened the tasting room. The name
comes from one of the owners, Seth's, brewing with water from his home well
which had a lot of iron and lent a flavor they all loved.



Fnjoy a flight of beev 6r & piat &t Iren Tree lrewing in Montgomery County s Chriitianibang.

Rising Silo Brewery is 2 delightful surprise just about a mile out of town. The
farm-based brewery is in a large wood building with walls decorated with old
doors. It's rustic, casual and super-charming. The beers are brewed using their
own well water. They take advantage of a ready supply of local ingredients to
brew some core beers but also seasonal beers with tongue-in-cheek names like
Udder Chaos Milkshake IPA with pawpaws (described as mountain mangos), a
Sasqguash beer made from squash and their popular Apple ‘Atacha Pale Ale with
Red Delicious apples. They use only organic grain and grow thair own barley
hops. Because the operation is small, they can get creative in having different
grains and yeast which wouldn't be successful on a large scale.

On the food side, their Farm & Forage Kitchen operation, they have a seasonal
menu that rotates weekly, using lccal ingredients. They are best known for their
pizzas made in the oven built right in the dining room.

Rising Sile makes creative beers and great food Nke the Sile Burger with Silo Sauce, in their
casual and funky setting.




The Blacksburg Tavern is a standout dining experience in Montgomery County,
which is saying a lot. Located in the oldest house on Main Street (circa 1892), it
is owned by Daniel Riley who purchased the property in 2007, converting the
former home into the restaurant. Guests cross the grand porch into the foyer
where the host, likely Daniel, welcomes and seats them in one of several rooms
of the home. The menu is a hearty, regional farmer’'s menu like was undoubtedly
served by the family who originally lived in the house. Chicken, beef, ham,
veggies, biscuits with apple butter, pie and ice cream fill up the table like a
holiday feast. While there, enjoy Appalachian bluegrass music and wall murals

hand-painted by Virginia McLaughlin, the owner's great aunt when she was 91!

The setting and food are really special at Blacksburg Taverr.

Zeppoli's Italian Restaurant & Wine Shop opened in 1996 by Cody Thompson
and Chris Mullens, specializes in made-from-scratch cuisine and recipes handed
down from their Italian mothers. Spinning from that with their own creations,
favorites include Smoked Salmon Bruschetta, Bacon Flerentine Aglio and Vodka
Crab Rigatoni. The pasta and bread are all made from scratch and fresh pasta
can be purchased by the pound. Shop bottles of wine off the shelf to take away
or to have opened to accompany dining in.

Seratch-made italian food and a worid of wines make Zeppoli's a great piace to dine.



Where to Play in Montgomery County:

Hahn Herticulture Garden, which celebrated 40 years in 2024, is on Virginia
Tech property but is supported by fundraisers and volunteer helpers. The six-
acre gardens’ goals are 1. To be a place of teaching and learning (art, plants,
insects and poetry); 2. To provide community outreach with schools, garden
clubs and community in general with opportunities to learn wreath making and
flower arranging; 3. To offer a place to relax especially for students and staff.
There are hammock stands so students can bring their own hammocks, string
them up and relax. Teachers come to grade papers there. One joked he gives
better grades when he's grading from the garden. Get a glimpse of one of the
waterfall features in our video below.

Jefferson & George Washington National Forest offers a network of trails
spanning 17 miles that local volunteers have designed and maintained. Within
the area is the eight-acre Pandapas Pond that has a one-mile loop trail around
it, going around wetlands, over boardwalks and bridges and among a wide
variety of plant life. A trio of people, bundled up and looking through binoculars
on the early November morning we were there, said it's a great area for bird-

watching. We certainly enjoyed seeing the reflection of fall colors in the glassy
water, a thin layer of frost around the edges, and evaporation fog rising as sun
warmed it up. It was a very serene place.

Pandampas Pond is a great place to stroll to enfoy ene of many of the area’s nature trails. See the
morning fog rising in our video below.

Montgomery Museum of Art & History in Christiansburg is housed in an old
bank building that dates back to the 1800s. Many structural elements remain
and are celebrated like the giant safe and safe deposit boxes. As a museum
celebrating the towns, communities, industries, long history and agriculture, it's
the cultural and community hub, offering something for everyone in exhibits and
programming. The museum is viewed as an excellent example of reuse and is an
anchor for the improving downtown area.



Moss Arts Center, on the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg, was created to
provide programming bringing an arts presence to the university's science-
technology-engineering focus for which it is known. The dramatic building
opened in 2013 and hosts 28-30 performances each year. Artists typically
spend several days there holding master classes, free mid-day concerts and
outreach to schools. Community engagement is very important to the Moss
Center and to the artists who visit. For visual arts, exhibitions are swapped out
every semester but are planned 2-3 years in advance. Art talks and exhibits are
free to the students and public. Check out their schedule and plan ahead to see
performances and exhibits.

The Moss Center on the Virginia Tech campus benefits students, residents and visitors alike with
arts and culture happenings.

Sinkland Farms, on 125 acres of rolling hills, gardens, meadows and farm fields
in Christiansburg, is home to the popular Pumpkin Festival which runs six weeks
in the fall, celebrating the region's agriculture. Once a dairy farm, Susan Sink and
her husband bought it in 198¢ right out of college. They tried to keep it a dairy
farm but it wasn’t doing that well because there was already so much supply out
there. So they turned it into a pumpkin farm. Tragically, Susan's husband was
killed in a motorcycle accident leaving her with three kids and a large business to
run. She decided to expand the pumpkin farm, began offering school field trips
and added an events venue. In a happy turn of events, Susan remarried her
husband's best friend around six years ago. She said he came around to check
on her and never left! Together, and with the help of the kids and grandkids,
they've made Sinkland Farms a successful community venue in Christiansburg.
In addition 1o the pumpkin festival, they host a wine festival, an art in the barn
event, a Sunflower Festival in July and have local live music and other activities
throughout the year.



The pond area at Sinkland Farms /s the site of many weddings and ather gatherings. The
resident geese might join in,

Where to stay in Montgomery County, Virginia:

The lnn at Virginia Tech is an ideal home-away-from-home when visiting
Blacksburg and Christiansburg. It's ceriainly a favorite of parents in town for
Virginia Tech events and to visit their kids. And its where performers for the
Moss Center are likely to be staying — | met several musicians who were in town
for concerts.

The Inn is the only hotel on the Virginia Tech campus and offers specious rooms,
nice in-room amenities, flexible meeting spaces, Blacksburg's largest event
venue and Preston’s restaurant with delicious food (their plentiful breakfast
buffet was one of the most varied I've experienced).

The Inn at Virginia Tech offers comfortable lodging and a convenient location for enjoying
Montgomery County.

For more information about Blacksburg & Christiansburg in
Montgomery County, Virginia, visit gotomontva.com.

-Story and photos by Courtney Drake-McDonough, Publisher & Managing
Editor of Real Food Traveler
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Explore Virginia’s New River
Valley: What To Do Near
Virginia Tech

Robin Raven Contributor ©

The New River Valley in Southwest Virginia is a scenic vacation spot and
the home to Virginia Tech, a large public university in Blacksburg,
Virginia. It's located in Montgomery County which touches three river
drainages — New River, James River, and Roanoke River — so there’s an
abundance of outdoor activities available. You'll also find a classic

cinema, a charming bookstore, an innovative arts center, and lots more.

Here are the things vou shouldn’t miss when you visit the valley.




Go Tubing At The New River Junction

ws of the winding New River at New River Junction. GETTY

What's a visit to the New River Valley without experiencing the New
River? To experience some of the natural beauty of the area in a fun and
relaxing way;, visit the New River Junction, a campground and
recreational park that’s only 13 miles from Blacksburg. It has been

owned and operated by the same family for decades.

When you visit this park, you can go tubing down the mile-long stretch
of the New River. This part of the river is almost 300 yvards wide, and it's
popular among families. It's safe and fun for kids who can go tubing
alongside their parents to float down a mile of calm water.
Adventuresome tubers can enjoy the optional 200 vears of rapids at the
end of the mile-long stretch of calm waters.



Explore Downtown Blacksburg

Blacksburg s an incorporated town in Montgomery County, Virginia. GETTY

Affectionately known by residents as the “heart of the Blacksburg”, The
Lyric Theatre is more than a cinema. Yes, it plays new releases, but it
also serves the community in many ways. Originally opened in 1930, it
was one of the first theaters in Virginia to show sound pictures. This
movie theater, located in downtown Blacksburg, is a sight to behold with
its 1930s tapestries and replica lanterns. The fully restored lobby gives
one the feeling of stepping back into Hollywood’s golden age.

While you're in downtown Blacksburg, it will be hard to resist the
charming Blacksburg Books. It offers a wonderfully curated selection of
books, and you can find fun stuff like journals, stickers, patches, and
more for sale. Then you can learn more about local history and culture at
the Alexander Black House & Cultural Center Gift Shop.



Take A Hike In And Near The New River Valley

MrAfon K and Blue Ridge maountains in Viegir ETTY

There are a wide variety of hiking opportunities in and near Blacksburg.
If vou're looking to get out in nature and savor a leisurely stroll, walk
along a one-mile loop trail that encircles Pandapas Pond, a serene, eight-
acre pond that lies just outside of Blacksburg. The trail is wheelchair
accessible. Cross a wooden boardwalk to enter a wetland area where you

might get glimpses of local wildlife.

If you are hoping for a more challenging hike, you can access the 17-mile
Poverty Creek Trail system from the upper parking lot at Pandapas
Pond. There's also the Huckleberry Trail which connects Blacksburg to
Christiansburg with more than 13 miles of paved trails. You can go rock
climbing as part of your hike of Dragon’s Tooth, which is a 5.7-mile

round trip, and also enjoy lovely views of Southwest Virginia.

Have vou always dreamed of hiking part of the Appalachian Trail? One
of the most popular spots along the famous trail is McAfee Knob, which
is onlv about a 40-minute drive from Blacksburg. You'll be treated to
breathtaking panoramic views if vou are up to hiking 4.4 miles to the top
of McAfee Knob.



Celebrate The Arts In Southwest Virginia

You can see many types of arts performances at Virginia Tech’s Moss
Arts Center. In addition to plays and concerts, they host innovative art
exhibitions and artist talks throughout the year. There’s also the nearby

New River Stage where you can see classic and modern plays. Some of

their upcoming productions include Steel Magnolias, The Story of Lewis
& McHenry, and Three Sisters in Black.

When To Visit The New River Valley

A lot of visitors come to Blacksburg around school-centered events. With
over 30,000 Virginia Tech students descending upon the city during the
schoolyear, the city is far more crowded when school is in session, but
there is something to do all year long. If you love fall foliage, vou'll find
the New River Valley to be a wonderland throughout the autumn
months. If you come in the summer months, you can enjoy warm
summer days and nights with fewer crowds because many students go
home for the summer.

Where To Stay In Blacksburg, Virginia

With so many local happenings centered around the university, The Inn
at Virginia Tech is a popular place to stay in Blacksburg. The
comfortable hotel is located on the gorgeous campus, and guests can
choose from modern rooms and suites. Complimentary parking is
available to all guests, and electric vehicle charging stations are onsite.
Also, it has an onsite restaurant with options for vegans and others with
special dietary needs.
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Fresh Discoveries Await
In Southwest Virginia

Travelers Who Venture To Blacksburg, Christiansburg Find Plenty To See, Do In This Corner Of Appalachia

By RANDY MINK
Special to the Journal & Topics

The combination of school
colors -- maroon and orange
-- seems a bit jarring at first, but
they kind of grow on you after
a few days of exploring the Vir-
ginia Tech campus and pleasant
college town of Blacksburg. And
you soon become comfortable
with other places in Montgom-
ery County and the New River
Valley, an inviting blend of pretty
scenery and small-town life
in the Blue Ridge and Allegh-
eny mountains of southwestern
Virginia.

The 147-room Inn at Virginia
Tech,on the edge of campus,
provides the perfect base for
first-time visitors to this neck of
the woods. From my spacious

_ fourth-floor guest room I had
views of the grassy backyard
and stately clock tower of the
limestone-block hotel and con-
ference center.

Like almost every other
building on campus, the inn is
constructed of dark-gray dolo-
mite stones quarried locally. In
fact, the school (formally the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University) owns two quar-
ries and employs its own stone
masons. All new central campus
buildings must bear the distinc-
tive limestone, an architectural
element that lends the beautiful,
tree-shaded grounds a pleasing
uniformity.

Chefs at the inn’s farm-to-table
restaurant, Preston’s, prepare
their regionally-inspired dishes

- with seasonal ingredients and
Southern flair. At our group’s
first dinner there, I savored the
Fish and Grits, a delicious entree
featuring rainbow trout with
cheddar grits and pickled forest
mushrooms. Others raved about
the Fig Balsamic Skirt Steak.
Starters were crab hushpup-
pies with red pepper aioli and
the Hokie Board, a charcuterie
ensemble of Virginia shaved
country ham, pimento cheese,
house chow chow and lavosh, a
crunchy cracker bread. For des-

The Inn at Virginia Tech, built of the dolomite limestone known locally
as Hokie Stone, offers 147.hotel rooms, a conference center and gra-
cious dining at Preston's Restaurant. (Randy Mink Photo)

sert we shared Preston’s Signa-
ture Bread Pudding and Molten
Chocolate Lava Cake.

Exploring Virginia Tech
As followers of college sports

know, the nickname “Hokie”
refers to Virginia Tech students,
athletic teams and fans. It comes
from the word “hoki” in a school
spirit cheer that rang out in the
1890s. The HokieBird mascot,

During college football season, thousands of passionate fans throng
Lane Stadium to cheer on the Vlrglma Tech Hokies. (Photo cnurtesy
Montgomery County VA Regional Tourism)

a turkey-like character, rouses

up crowds at 66,000-seat Lane
Stadium, one of the loudest stadi-
ums in college football. Teams
once were known as the Fighting
Gobblers.

Maroon-and-orange Hokie
gear, from plush HokieBirds to
caps, T-shirts and sweatshirts,
makes the perfect souvenir and
is sold at the inn’s gift nook and
other shops in Blacksburg. Artist-
painted HokieBird statues around
town provide great photo ops.
The limestone blocks that face
campus buildings are called, you
guessed it, Hokie Stones.

Blacksburg’s 15,000 perma-
nent residents are outnumbered
by the 30,000 students who
attend Virginia Tech. The campus
counts 221 buildings across
2,600 acres. Best known as a
center for cutting-edge techno-
logical research and programs in

engineering and natural sciences,
VT also offers liberal arts stud-
ies.Tts students pursue more than
250 degrees.

The university’s impressive
Moss Arts Center, a hot spot for
the performing and visual arts,
welcomes the general public as
well as students. For the 2024-
2025 season, its Anne and Ellen
Fife Theatre will showcase enter-
tainment as diverse as the Czech
National Symphony Orchestra
and Bela Fleck, considered the
world’s premier banjo player.
Touring Broadway shows include
“The Book of Mormon™ and
“Dear Evan Hansen.” The stage
hosts School of Performing Arts
productions, too.

Perhaps the most peaceful spot
on campus is Hahn Horticulture
Garden, where students bring
hammocks to chill out. Favor-

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
ite features of the teaching and
display gardens include a pond
with koi and goldfish, an open
meadow with native plants and
Trident Maple Allee with its
cathedral-like canopy for shade-
loving perennials and shrubs.
Among other points of interest
at the home of the Hokies are
The Pylons, a war memorial
saluting every VT student or
graduate who has made the ulti-
mate sacrifice since WWI, and
the April 16 Memorial, whose
32 engraved Hokie Stones honor
each victim murdered in the 2007
mass shooting at a VT residence
hall and classroom building.

Shopping in Downtown
Blacksburg

Adjoining the campus,
downtown Blacksburg abounds
with fun shops and eateries. On
Main Street, bookworms flock to
Blacksburg Books, a quirky inde-
pendent bookstore that promotes
local authors and sells locally
made goods like soaps, choco-
lates and honey. Of special note
is the Appalachian Appreciation
section, where you'll find titles
like “Talking Appalachian,” “The
Foxfire Book of Appalachian
Cooking” and “What You Are
Getting Wrong About Appala-
chia”

The store’s “Blind Date with
A Book™ rack displays bargain-
priced books wrapped in plain
brown paper with a hand-written
description of the subject matter
but no clue to the title or author.
On the first Saturday of the
month, Typewriter Poetry ses-
sions involve an instructor from
the VT Fine Arts Department
who will type out a custom-com-
posed poem after ascertaining
your interests.

Down the street, I connected
with Sugar Magnolia, a shop
that specializes in paper goods,
gifts, chocolates and ice cream.
I'had a sundae made with Hokie
Tracks, a flavor that consists of
salted caramel ice cream with
dark chocolate-covered pretzel
chunks. The large gift shop had
some artistically designed wall
plaques in maroon and orange,
plus some other Hokie-influ-
enced pieces.

A Theater and Farmers
Market Worth a Visit
Another downtown magnet is
the Lyric Theatre, just steps from
the VT campus. Built in 1930, it

was the third theater in Virginia
designed for sound movies and
the first air-conditioned build-
ing in Blacksburg. Renovated

in 1998-1999 after a period of
sitting empty and then serving as
VT classroom space, the 477-seat

(986 Jx9i oo Dot s

A one-mile trail circles Pandapas Pond in Jefferson National Forest, a recreation focal point in southwestern

Virginia. (Randy Mink Photo)

auditorium shines with the origi-
nal 1930s tapestries and replica
hanging lantems fashioned after
the originals.

The Lyric shows first-run
movies 364 days a year, plus
art, interational and children’s
films. It also hosts concerts and
speakers. Movie tickets are $6-
$8, a large popcom only $3.50.

Downtown’s Market Square
Park stages the Blacksburg
Farmers Market year-round on
Saturdays and on Wednesday
afternoons from April to Novem-
ber. Nearly 40 vendors purvey
everything from produce and
baked goods to flowers, jewelry
and alpaca socks.

Bring Your Appetite to
Downtown Blacksburg
Southern comfort food is one
of my favorite ways to indulge,
and Blacksburg Tavem didn’t
disappoint. Occupying an 1892
house on Main Street, the restau-
rant pays tribute to southwestern
Virginia with a menu of hearty
dishes and soundtrack playing
old-time and bluegrass music in
the Appalachian tradition.
Our group’s family-style meal

It B30I buie domwsesy ELi'J[g!N

Dating from 1930, the historic Lyric Theatre in downtown Blacksburg, VA shows first-run movies.
(Photo courtesy Montgomery County VA Regional Tourism)

featured platters of fried chicken
and sliced beef brisket accom-
panied by combread, buttermilk
biscuits, and bowls of mashed
potatoes and succotash (a medley
of lima beans and com). The
finishing touch was a slice of
scrumptious blueberry pie with
vanilla bean ice cream.

Baked ham and meatloaf are
the other two meats served at
Blacksburg Tavermn. Next time
I might try The Huge Hokie, a
bowl of meatloaf, mashed pota-
toes, chicken gravy, green beans
and pimento mac 'n’ cheese.

Blacksburg Tavem is decorat-
ed with framed historical photos
of Virginia Tech and Blacksburg
along with murals depicting lo-
cal history and landscapes. The
wall art was done by Virginia
McLaughlin, the great aunt of
tavern owner Daniel Riley, when
she was 91 years old, and her
son. She painted similar murals
for the Mount Vernon Inn Res-
taurant at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon estate in northern
Virginia.

For Mexican food on Main
Street, head to Cabo Fish Taco,
where our, group ate on the large
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outdoor patio. I rated the black-
ened mahi mahi taco a 10-plus,
while others raved about the Epic
Tuna Burrito and Banging Baja
Taco loaded with beer-battered
shrimp. Cabo Fish Taco offers
one of the largest tequila menus
in Virginia, with 13 specialty
margaritas to choose from.

Craft Beer Fans Flock to
Innovative Breweries

Montgomery County boasts a
robust beer culture. We sampled
three brewpubs, including the
largest, Eastern Divide Brewing
Company in Blacksburg. In the
cavernous, steel-frame building
with a friendly beer hall atmo-
sphere and lots of plants lending
a refreshing touch of greenery, [
washed down a grilled pimento
cheese sandwich with a flight
of beers that included Los Mas
Mexican Amber Lager, infused
with lime puree; Blackbear Sour
Ale, flavored with blueberries
and blackberries; and Coconut
Migration Porter, with strong
hints of coconut and vanilla (my
favorite).

In a male-dominated industry,
Moon Hollow Brewing stands

anoge agsilon 1o ziswollul 24

out. The Blacksburg brewery,
in the kindergarten room of a
former elementary school, is
female-run and -staffed. Moon
Hollow is best known for its
fruited sours, like Lavender
Fields, a Belgian-style saison
made with black currants and
lavender blossoms. The patio
faces a barn and pasture with
grazing cows.

At Iron Hollow Brewery
in Christiansburg, owner and
brewhouse manager Seth Lock- -
lear says the James Blonde, an
easy-drinking blonde ale, is the
most popular beer, Adventur-
ous patrons try the Duck Pond
Water, a smoked Scottish ale
that Locklear says “smells like
a campfire when I'm making
it.” Fun seasonal flavors have
included gingerbread, fruitcake,
peppermint and Cinnamon Toast
Crunch.

Shop, Play in Christiansburg

A highlight of my visit to
Christiansburg, was rummaging
around a place called Cambria
Station Antiques and Old New
River Books. Located in a
former general store in a historic
district that once was the town
of Cambria, it abounds with
special finds, from used books
and records to vintage clothing,
fumniture and advertising memo-
rabilia.

I also got a look at brand new
Christiansburg Huckleberry Park,
an innovative facility with an all-
inclusive playground featuring
equipment designed for children
with social, emotional, cogni-
tive, physical, hearing or visual
disabilities.

Communing with Countryside
On the edge of Montgomery
County, 12 miles from downtown

Blacksburg, resides Beliveau
Farm, a destination winery with
vineyards overlooking the Blue
Ridge Mountains. The tasting
room and patio at the hillside
Sugar Shack afford views of the
rolling green hills that once were
part of a cattle farm.

The estate’s brewery produces
gluten-free beers, including the
Tree Tapper Maple Ale flavored
with syrup from the farm’s 250
tappable maple trees. Also made
on-site are grape-based jams, in-
cluding clove, pineapple jalapeno
and lemon lavender.

Our group got another taste
of Montgomery County’s scenic
countryside at a location in Jef-
ferson National Forest just 10
minutes from Blacksburg. We
took the one-mile loop trail that
traverses wetlands over bridges
and boardwalks at Pandapas
Pond. A 26-mile network of trails
branches off from the eight-acre
pond, which is stocked with
walleye and trout.

For more information, visit the
website of Montgomery County
VA Regional Tourism, www.
gotomontva com.
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Fresh Discoveries Await in Southwest Virginia

Onfine Exclusives

TRAVELERS WHO VENTURE TO BLACKSBURG, CHRISTIAMSBURG AND THE SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE FIND PLENTY TO SEE AND DO.
THIS CORNER OF AFPALACHIA IS FULL OF SURPRISES.
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CRAFT BEER FANS MAKE A BEELINE TO INNOVATIVE BREWERIES
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»  Los Mag Mexican AmberLager, infuted witr & puree

= Blackbesr Sour Ale, flavored with blusberries and plackberriss

*  Coconut Migration Parer, v rong hints of cocanut and vanilla {ry tvor
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Exploring thee New River Valley in Ssouthwesten Vininia st week, | discovened a couple of imendy Montgomeny County (owns worth putling o0 your nex finerary, B g dnd Ghr argy, teoth conveniently lcated off Inerstate 81, Abound with 10p-ne1Ch Altractions,
TEStarants, brewernies and recreation oatons.

You may kivow Blacksburg as the home of Virginia Tech, whose students, fans and alhietc team membéers ane caliéd Hokies, The beautiful, tree-shaded campus featres: stalely limestone buildings madeé from a distinciive, locally quardid maleral called Howie Stone. One of those buildings
s the 147-rocem Inn a1 Virginia Tech, rencwed for gracious. dining in its restaurant, Presion’s

Downiown Biackstburg offers an array of specialty shops, like quirky independent booksicde Blacksburg Books and Sugar Magnolia ioe cream parioigitt shop. Down-home Southern cooking awaits at Blacksturg Tavem, which occuples an 1892 house on Main Street

Gaoups also will feed at home at one of Monlgoemery County's brewpubs, | sampled the beers at Eastem Divide Brewing Company and Mean Hollow Brewing, t0th in Blacksbisrg, and Iron Holiow Brewery in Christansburg

You can iy guten-free beers a5 well 25 wines a1 Besveau Fanm, a destinason winery overiooking the Biue Ridge Mountains. A tnp inlo (he countrysiee also takes you 10 Jefferson National Forest, a nikers pasadise, and New River Junction, 3 campground 1hat offers oing on e New
River

Wit have plenty mote unigu inp ofienings in our Virgini Growp Tour Guide that include hentage, cultural and perorming ams, ouldoor adventures and SCenic vistas, music and artesian (rais, and an exciting culinary scene

Hapgy traveding,

Randy Mink. Senlor Editor
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Journeys of Discovery with Tom
Wilmer

@ APPLE PODCASTS | | R RSS LINK

JUNE 19, 2024

Christiansburg, Virginia's iconic Starlite Drive-In celebrates 72nd anniversary

Brenda Flora shares tales of Christiansburg, Virdinia jc Starlite Drive In

P LISTEN - 13:00 + PLAYLIST :

A visit with Master Gardener Beth Umberger at Montgomery Museum of Art & History

Join correspondent 1 visit with Master Gardener, Beth Umberger in Christiansbu the Montgomery

Museum of Art & History's legendar

> LISTEN - 13:19 + PLAYLIST :

JUNE 3, 2024

Christiansburg, Virginia's Huckleberry Park - redefining a community asset

Corn nt Tom Wilmer explores Christiansburg, VA's » of the art Huckleberry and how it became a
» LISTEN - 13:28 + PLAYLIST *
MAY 31, 2024
Reimagining the future of aviation at Virginia Tech's trendsetting regional airport
Correspondent Tom Wilmer visits with Keith Holt, Executive Director at the innovative Virginia Tech/Montgomery

Executive Alrport in Bl

» LISTEN - 22:00 + PLAYLIST - 4

MAY 28, 2024

Blacksburg Books--more than a store it's Blacksburg, Virginia's community center of sorts

El Voo inager at Blacksburg Books in downtown Blacksb 1 he inside story of why th i akstore |
thriving
P LISTEN - 11:42 JSCESRAIREI RN 4

MAY 27, 2024

sburg VA's Huckleberry Park and visiting with Master Gardener, Beth Umberger

g VA's Director of Parks & Recrea

) L . - . b x factar (4 Rt
ith Brad Epperley, Christiansby tion and Master Gardener Beth

» LISTEN - 25:00 + PLAYLIST ]

10f Art- & Histor ¥


https://www.npr.org/podcasts/487364788/journeys-of-discovery-with-tom-wilmer

podcasts - society & culture

Journeys of Discovery with Tom
Wilmer

[ @ AprLe PoncasTs | [ R Rss LNk |

MAY 23, 2024
Engaging with community at Blacksburg, Virginia's weekly Farmers Market

Co ondent Tom Wimer reports from Blacksburg, Virginia's s Ma Come along for a visit with Director,

De wards.

- LISTEM - 13:00 + PLAYLIST *

MAY 21, 2024
Blacksurg, VA's classic circa-1930 Lyric Theatre
it Tom Wilmer at the historic Lyric Theatre in downtown Blacksburg, Virginia for a conversation with

tor, Seth Davis.

» LISTEN - 16:34 + PLAYLIST *

Hannah Lester, owner and brewer at Blacksburg Virginia's Moon Hollow Brewing

loin correspondent Tom Wilmer at Moon Hollow Brewing in Blacksburg, Montg

sunty Virginia for a visit with owner

master, Hannah Le

and brew SLer.

> LISTEN - 14:00 + PLAYLIST . 4

MAY 17, 2024
Engaging with Virginia Tech and the community at Eastern Divide Brewing Company
fent Tom Wi i

Correspo 1er vigits with head |

yrewer, Brandon Roberson and tap room manager Samantl

Divide Bre

wing in Blacksburg, Virg

> LISTEN - 27:00 + PLAYLIST . 4

M 24
Time travel back to 1774 at Smithfield Plantation on Virginia Tech's campus

4 conversation with historians at historle Smithfield Pl

ation at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg Virdinia

» LISTEN - 20:11 VIR *

MAY 12. 2024

A 02

Exploring Christiansburg, Virginia's Old New River Books, antiques and art

Exploring Chr 15t

3, Virginia's Old New River Books, antiques and art

> LISTEN - 16:25 + PLAYLIST .

The future is present at Virginia Tech

tion with John Prove, E: itive Director of Virginia Tech's Cer

for Economic and Community Engagema

Black : a

» LISTEN - 25:03 + PLAYLIST s
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DISCOVER MONTGOMERY COUNTY, VA

Pumpkin festivals, hiking and antiquing are some of the fun

Story and Photos by Grady McGill

A0 S Cabove vsimmanoe & Soffermon b

Lray \'Iﬁirj

[.11!1Tnh:|rr'\._ |1'«||\-':|:|: matiire, fresh food and a relased .|rm|n]'|hrrr

are calling your name, then escape to Blacksburg and Christianshurg

i M-:'-Iﬂgul!\rl‘y {-1HI.IIP':|' '\.'Irglnu Locaged juist mn haiir from Roanoke
amdd two hoors Fom Bichmond ||.|_11,-I-;r|'surg 15 knowmn for hr:ng home
to Virginia Tech, which was [ounded in 1872, 1t has a college town feel

with bowigues. funky colfee shops and a youthful vibe,

What to see

U'pon coming 1o Vieging, we all got in the [all spirii and went for a
Pumplin Festival advemture and hayrde ar Sinkland Farms, Sinkland
Farms opened in 1980 while their annual Tumpkin Festival was stned
in 1991 The farm's Pumpkin Pestival was voted best pumpkin festival
by the Commanwealth by Virginia Tourism and we can swee why, [t wns
massive with everything from pumpkins ta food tmicks o live music
andd family-fun activinies

Taking a hayride was a lough-hlled and relaxing adventure especially
with the breeze Dowing. Aler the hayride we asted some Llr lvones
such s the [unnel cake and [ned Oreos. When the Oreos arrived,
everyoue was gager 1o po lor them and they were amazing! To addinon
Lo the Pumpkin Festival, Sinbland Farmes hosts a variery of oflerings
[:suu ncdlll.uga.' w I.|'||3 .‘\'u.uﬂu“r:t FE:.[i'-'.'I] :I.IJI.‘; Wine Fe:.[i.a.u.:n

Fall 15 the perfect time o enjoy nature with a hike ar George
W .'t_r.hmgjnn. &g _!l,*lTrT_t.nn Mationa) Forest _Irl'Tl: r=on was combined wHith
the Ceorge Washington Mational Forest in Blacksburg i 1905 The
trails greteh a2 Bar gs 3130 milles and offer more than 1 B million acres
of lsh wondlands, unique mouneain halds, peareful waters and lots of
cutdoor sdventures. Mountain biking is a big activity bere. We were
forunate enough to come i the fall where there were gorpeous views
of the Appalachian Mouniains and their colorlul foliage. Any time is
perfict for a visit, but the fall is extra special.

Our first moming in Montgomery County began at the Center
[or the Arts, which is & performing arns venue within the Virginia
Tech campus. The center was one of the first theaters in Virginia to
show ralkies Besides being a performance venue, it hoaasts the Ruth
C. Horton Gallery that Features paintings by artists Clare Grill and
Margaus Ogden

Later, we toured Lynic Theater, which is one of Vieginia's oldest
movie theaters, Simce i1s opening in 1930 i1 has gatse i]II:I:ILl.El.I.
renovations but it still maintains the old charm with wpesiries and
replica liniems. The l;lbl::\-‘ and auditorium looked Juse like they dlicd
when Clark Gable and Greta Garbo movies were on the screen

We went antique shopping at Chinsgansburg Cambria Station
Antiques, a three-floor store with a variety of antigues, flumiture
primiiveness and oddities. We were in retro heaven! Every floor
had something different. On the third Noor, for example, there were
vinyl records (Nirvana and Def Leppard) and YHS maovies and shows
(Seinfeld, and early Disney) that brought me back w my childhood



Virginia Tech Inn

We stayed al The Int a Vieginia Tech, which is near the campus
anud three miles from the Jelerson Naonal Forest. Opened 20 years
ago, the howel has 24,000 square [eer with 147 rooms, o 700-sew
ballroom and 10 conlerence rooms. Ialso [eaures two restiamants
Preston’s [or [ull-service 1J.|!.L|h'__:_ and the Continental Divide Luu.l.l:._',:.
There are also two private diming rooms- the 1872 Salon and the Old
Guard

The Montgomery Muscum ol Art & History offered a fascinating
ook into the everyday lives of those living in the region as well as
wiorks h':,' lowal and national arisge Among our favorite exhibits
were the Appalachian Insiruments and a rerospective of America’s
service stations where they not ondy [lled your tank but washed yous
W IJJi.IntllL'I.r\I.'\- _— IJI':'"-I.' WCre 1J|E t'\l.'“."l.] l’ll'_] Iln.l:lh '.-.-Iulll.ll& SO0 1S A
exhibit on Girl Scout cookies.

Local fare

Aler & WIMIng hike and visit 1o the Center for the Ams, it was
time for lanch at Cabo Fish Taco, which serves up fresh coastal
Mexican fare. While waiting on the tacos we enjoved some chips and
salsa but the highlight of the evening was the Banging Baja Shrimp
Tacos Also on the menu are such delicious entrees such as BRO)
Mubi-Mahi wacos, and Epic Tuna Burrito, The food was owsanding

and, of youre hi|||krr|11gI lor @ muatgarita, Ihl':r have more than 15

specialty ones along with one of the largest weqguila menus in the sune.

Anoiher J:||Jnc fora ::l’lcn!n:tg cockiail is ]l'i Bards Spint Co
Founded by Jayson Hudson and Jason Hardy in 2017, the owners
gave a tour and talked about their distillery and its extensive offerings

wwwlinuy 1'|ﬂ|'r|inc.n|m
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ol spirits, cockiails, whiskeys and bourbons. 1 opied for a vodka
vomic will a local vodbea called “Singing Creek”.

Thete is no bewer waly 10 sk the d.l_'. thary witl |'r|.5l|u".-‘ and
collee and we enjoyed Whis tste of Rew Orleans a0 Brew Da Bean.
The Brew D Bean owners consider their shop more tun just a
collee place. They love sharing their passions for NOLA culinary
!|.1|:|.|[||1'.'|- .:r|||, ol ¢ OrSe, oo ml.h thi COMMmMEmIrY '-.'1.|I,?‘; [':!n'
beignets, | ordered a Golden Honey Latte, which had a delightful
CIMMAMON 1351 10 i1

We had dinner at ':Imi‘l!,' awmned catery i Malo and More

located in Riner, which sits on the Montgomery County Amizan
Trail The menu focuses on bison dishes and [or starers, 1 had
‘Il(' l‘\hili' I'\:';I.Il ('Illll_ “..:l..II.'I'J Wils IK'JI |:|' .I||-',| lh'rl\'.'ﬁ'l. II'! a \Il'.l.l:\.'

evening. 1 then opled [or a bison burger, which 1o my surprise

lad o very subile 1asie, Collard greens were the perfect side dish

It's homemade cooklng at its best. For dessert, it was vanilla
cheesecake all the way

Before heading to the airport, we had lunch ar Gillie's, a hipster
Jamily-owmned restauram that is perfect for vegans, vegetartans and

those with dietary restrictioms. 1ocated in downtomm Blacksburg

they are well known for their chili and creamive salads such ;

smoked 1rour salmd 1 cliose the Seitan *Sieak” ?;.:I.ul:- with house

5 05

grilled seitan, ontons, potatoes and horseradish aioll. Seitan, 1
leamied, b= musde rom ghuen and is an alternative 1o soybean-

based loods Cul o =irips the seitan has o chewy texure tha

resetmbles beefl and was solt, subtle and very delicious

Come to Blacksburg, Chrstiansburg and, in fact, all of
Montgomery County and be immersed in history, take pam in its
lesgivals, test vour adventurous side and enjoy nature, There is
something for every visitor, 50 come discover this beautiful part of

Virginia. gotomaniva com; EEEETPr.com I{'
¥
]

e}
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Finding the Heart of America in Montgomery County, Virginia
by Olivia Liveng

hen you live overseos, you short

o forgel whotl smaoll-lown

America sounds like — screen
doors. dosing, grovel under lires, o low rodio
hum from the diner counter, TRy
County, Virginia, broughl oll of thal back the
moament | arrived.

Mountoins, the county cenlers oround the
neighboring fowns of Blocksburg and
Christiansburg, where mounioin air, farmlond,
ond university energy oll mix fogether. It's o
part of Virginia that feels genuinely fved in —
locol forms siill operofing, students cydling
post brick buildings, fomilies heoding to Friday
night games. Mathing about it is put on.

The drve from Roonoke tock less than en
houwr, winding through quiet helds ond forest.
A the Inn al Virginia Tech, | could see the lime-
stone compus siretching out behind me ond
the hills just beginning fo turn amber in the foll
light. The air wos dean and still, the kind of oir
that mokes you slow down wathout Irying.

My first slop wos Smkdond Forms, o long-
stonding fomily property thol lurns nlo o
paldhwork of crange soch avtumn during ils
Pumpkin Festival. The helds were full of foms-
lies toking wogon rides and musicians playing
under fents. | wolked pos! rows of sunflowers
and shalls selling opple bulter, cder, and fresh
breod. The cwner, Susan Sink, woved from her
goll cort and soid she's been running the fes-

Wasrld Traveksr Winter 2025-26

tval for decodes. It shows — the ploce leels
woan in the best way.

Dinner thal nigh! wos ol Buffolo ond More, o
smoll resiouraond thot serves bison roised on
the owners' own form. The chili come with
combreod ond o side of conversalion from
the following foble. The food wos rich and
honest, ond it losted like it belonged here.

The next morming | drove out to Pondopos
Pond, lucked inside the lefersen Motional
Forest. A trail crdes the water through stonds
of ook and maple. The only sound wos the
shuffle of lsoves ond the occosional dog col-
lor jingling down the path. The colm of i
lingers with you.

Bock in Blocksburg, the Center for the Arts of
Virginia Tech was showing o lextile-inspined
extubil — modern, bright, ond o reminder of
how much the university odds lo the lown's
crealive pulse. Downbown, | wondered
through Blocksburg Books ond Sugor
Mognolia, a cheerful mix of siobonery, sweets,
ond gifts. I"s an eosy ploce o spend on offer-
noon: o scoop of e cream, o coffes, o siroll.

That evening, | found mysell of Beliveou Farm
& Winery, reached by o two-lone rood that
twists through formland ond open sky. The
losing room wos small, the wine dry ond
crisp, ond from The porch you could see The
lost light fode over the hills.

Later, back in lown, | slopped into 1H. BARDS
Spiril Co., o locol distllery sioned by two
riends who come home o moke whiskey. The
spoce i small — just o bor, o few siools, and
rows of bofiles with handwritien lobels. i feli
personal, and the pour was smoath

The next day, | spent fime in Christionsburng,
the quisler counterpori to Blacksburg. Brew
Da Bean served chicory colfes ond beignets o
o steady streom of regulors whao oll seemed o
know eoch other. | siopped ol Combrio

Stafion Anfiques, o maze of creoky floors and
good finds, ond left with a vinloge postcard of
the Mew River Volley. Lunch wos of Lost in
Taste, o ploylul, spoce-themed restouront thot
tokes iz food more senously than ils décor.
The burger and Ines were perfed, ond the
staft made sure you didr't leave hungey.

Down the road, the Monlgomery Museum of
Arl & Hislory wos prepoaring for the county's
250th onniversary. One of the curalors
showed me o 1700s cowthouse bell thot's
being reslored so # can ring ogan — o small
thing thot somehow lelt like the whaole story of
this ploce.

On my last evening, | found mysell bock in
Blacksburg ol the Blodksburg Wine Lab, o
redaxed spol opened by o couple who used lo
teach wine ond geogrophy. The room wos
dim, the shelwes lined with bofiles, ond the
fobles full of sosy conversation. | ordered a
chesse plole, walched the roin slorl oulside,

and fell completely content doing nothing.

Before leoving fowm the next moming, |
wolked through the Hohn Horficuliure Garden
on the Virginio Tech compus. Ii's six ocres of
meadows, ponds, ond shaded poths where
shudents reod or nop betwesn dosses. The
smell of domp leoves mixed with coffes drified

My lost stop wos Gillies, o locol insthuhion thot
has been orownd since the 1970s | sal of the
counter with o block bean burger ond thought
obout how rore it i o find o town that still
leels this open. Down the sireel, Rusiic Rools
Orve Ol offered samples of lemon ond basil-
infused ois. | ined o few, bought one, and
realized that wos os dose o o sowvenir as |
necded.

Driving bock foword Roonoke, | kepl thinking
obout the sound of the ploce — nol just the
ter of dishes, the coll of birds in the pond, o
door clomng soffly behind someone who
probably knows everyone in fown.

Maorigomery County doesn'l anmounce itseli
It doasn’t noed bo. Ii's the kind of ploce that
lets you rediscover the simple, fomilior pors
of trovel — the ones thal remind you whal
home con feel like, even when you're for
oway rom i. B
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THESE RESULTS ARE ONLY POSSIBLE WITH THE SUPPORT
OF LOCAL TOURISM PARTNERS.
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